
Blackberry
Rhubus fruticosus

What does it look like?
•  Perennial, semi-deciduous shrub with prickly stems 

(canes)
•  The stems, which grow up to 7m long, may be green, 

purplish or red
•  Often forming thickets up to several metres high 
•  Leaves are usually dark green on top with a lighter green 

underside
•  Clusters of flowers white or pink
•  The berries change colour from green to red to black as 

they ripen

Where does it grow?
Blackberry thrives in a wide range of habitats from 
pastures to native ecosystems as well as disturbed sites 
in urban areas. In badly affected areas, dense infestations 
often fill whole gullies and can extend for a width of tens of 
metres along both sides of streams. The plant is restricted 
to temperate climates with an annual rainfall of at least 
700mm, and can occur at any altitude in Australia.

How does it spread?
One berry may contain as many as 80 seeds, which are 
easily spread by birds, mammals (especially foxes) and 
water. Bushwalkers and other recreational users can 
also spread seeds, as can moving soil from one place to 
another. Blackberry roots can be spread to clean areas by 
cultivation. 

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


