
Cats Claw Creeper
Macfadyena unguis-cati

What does it look like?
•  Perennial climber that forms thick masses with woody 

stems extending for 20m or more.
•  The third leaflet is modified into a three-pronged tendril. 

Tendrils are 10–15mm long with stiff tips that form hooks 
(like cat’s claws) that aid in climbing.

•  Showy large yellow trumpet flowers are in clusters of 1 to 
several, flowers in spring.

•  Underground roots are much branched and produce 
tubers at intervals along their length. Tubers can be up 
to 40cm long and each one can produce multiple stems.

•  Winged seeds 2–4cm long in a capsule 15–45cm long.

Where does it grow?
The plant communities in Australia most commonly invaded 
by cat’s claw creeper are riparian zones and subtropical 
and tropical rainforests. These include littoral rainforest 
and riverflat eucalypt forest on coastal floodplains, listed 
as endangered ecological communities in NSW. Most 
surviving remnants of these communities are small and 
particularly prone to weed invasion and degradation. 
There is potential for cat’s claw creeper to become more 
abundant within its current range and to extend its range, 
mainly along the east coast.

How does it spread?
Cat’s claw creeper produces numerous seeds with 
membranous wings that aid dispersal, particularly by water 
and wind. Although seed viability is low, seed production 
is high and some seeds produce multiple seedlings. 
Established plants can reproduce vegetatively from tubers 
and creeping stems. Detached tubers and cuttings may 
re-sprout in moist conditions. Cat’s claw creeper spreads 
from gardens, where it is often found, and can be dispersed 
by human propagation.

How does it affect the environment?
Cats claw has become a serious weed that will smother 
large trees and shrubs. It is especially troublesome 
along coastal and hinterland streams in Queensland and 
northern NSW.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


