
Giant Reed / Elephant Grass
Arundo donax

What does it look like?
•  Often confused with bamboo
•  A. donax is a perennial grass that grows to 3–6m in 

height, but up to 10m high under ideal conditions
•  Leaves are evenly spaced along the stem in two rows
•  The flower head produced in summer, is a large, fluffy 

plume atop the stem and can be up to 60cm long itself
•  The plant grows from a stout, creeping rhizome that 

suckers readily

Where does it grow?
A. donax can grow in infertile and saline soils and 
responds strongly to fertiliser. It can grow in a variety of 
soil types, from coarse river sands to heavy clays, but 
generally prefers well-drained soils above the mean water 
level in freshwater streams  When growing along the 
banks of freshwater ditches, creeks and rivers, A. donax 
is generally most abundant and dominant in open sites 
(full sun) where the original native vegetation has been 
recently damaged or removed

How does it spread?
Seeds are rarely produced. John et al. (2006) examined 
more than 36 000 florets and found only five ovules that 
may have been viable. Instead, dispersal is achieved 
from broken sections of rhizomes and stems, which are 
readily carried by floodwater. When growing away from 
the reach of floodwaters, dispersal is often slow, with only 

a gradual increase in clump size as new stems arise from 
an expanding rhizome base. Rhizomes can extend up 
to 1 m deep into the soil (Alden et al. 1998; Mackenzie, 
2004). Pieces of either broken stem or rhizome less than 5 
cm long and containing a single node can produce a new 
plant under a variety of conditions (Boose and Holt, 1999).

How does it affect the environment?
Introduced as an ornamental and for erosion control giant 
reed has become problematic along stream banks as 
whole clumps washed downstream, out-competing native 
vegetation. Additionally giant reed poses a fire risk in 
some areas, from short-circuiting power lines.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


