
Mexican Poppy
Argenone mexicana

What does it look like?
•  Leaves 6–20cm long, mottled white and dark green, with 

undulate margins and yellow-spined lobes
•  Capsule 1.5–4cm long, ovoid, with a remnant style (often 

attached after capsule has split), splitting from the top on 
maturity.

•  Mature plants – are erect, 30 – 150cm tall, arising from 
a branching taproot, are blue-green to grey-green and 
have prickly leaves and stems. The stem exudes yellow 
sap when broken. 

Where does it grow?
It is a crop weed of varying importance in warm temperate 
to subtropical areas of Australia and many other countries. 
Plants are also common in river beds, overgrazed pasture, 
cultivated fields, roadsides and waste places.

How does it spread?
An annual plant with germination at any time of the year 
provided there is soil moisture. Plants rosette during 
winter and produce flowering stems during spring and 
summer. Seed production can vary between 4,000 and 
30,000 seeds. Most seeds fall close to the parent plant, 
move in surface water flows, in mud, on machinery and as 
grain impurities. Seed dormancy prevents the germination 
of newly shed seed until several weeks to months later.

How does it affect the environment?
A widespread and common weed of cereal crops, recently 
cultivated land, roadsides and wasteland. Although not 
particularly aggressive it is a minor weed of cotton crops. 
It is difficult to eradicate as it tolerate most herbicides and 
because of the large number of seeds it produces.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au

!!WARNING!!
All parts of the plant are toxic to stock and humans, 
but is rarely eaten by stock due to its unpalatable 
bitter yellow sap; however contamination of stock feed 
with seeds of Mexican poppy may result in poisoning.
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


