
Primrose Willow
Ludwigia peruviana

What does it look like?
•  Fast growing terrestrial or partially submerged perennial 

shrub to 4m tall
•  Leaves are alternate, lanceolate from 4 to 12cm long and 

finely haired
•  Fruit opening irregularly at maturity, with seeds in 

longitudinal rows. Seeds small, like finely ground pepper, 
1,000–3,000 per capsule.

•  Flowers: Solitary, last one day, with 4 (rarely 5) petals. 
Produced in succession in leaf axils at the end of stems. 
Flowers mid summer to early autumn in Sydney.

Where does it grow?
Seeds germinate in 4 days in shallow clear water or mud; 
at least 80% of seed being capable of germinating. Seeds 
will germinate while floating. Germination appears limited 
by depth of soil, few growing to the surface through sand 
1cm deep. May form small floating islands, producing 
numerous aerial appendages to roots through which gases 
are exchanged (pneumatophores). New shoots and roots 
are produced along fallen stems. Thrives in saturated 
soils or free water. Species has potential to become a 
major weed. Its tall dense growth excludes most other 
vegetation.

How does it spread?
Probably spread by birds, seeds readily adhering to 
feathers. In some areas the number of seeds below dense 
Ludwigia peruviana is over 200,000 per m2.

How does it affect the environment?
Ludwigia can blanket the water surface reducing light 
levels, temperature and oxygen in the water below. This 
has profound effects on communities of native plants 
and animals in the water. Can also interfere with animal 
access for drinking water, human access for swimming 
and boating, reduce water quality and block pumps.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


