
Water Hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

What does it look like?
•  Leaves with bulbous petioles. Leaves are thick stemmed, 

circular and up to 30cm in diameter. The stems may be 
50cm long and contain variable amounts of air, which 
enable the plant to float. This leaf type is typical of 
plants in open water or on the open-water edge of large 
infestations.

•  Seeds are 1 to 1.5mm long and roughly egg-shaped, 
with ridges from end to end. They are long-lived and 
may survive in mud for up to 20 years. Seeds have also 
remained viable over very long periods in dry soil.

•  Flowers are 4 to 7cm across, funnel-shaped, light bluish-
purple or dark blue with a yellow centre and have six 
distinct petals. The upper petal is darker purple with a 
yellow mark in the centre. Flowers can self-fertilise and 
are formed on upright stems with between 3 and 35 (but 
commonly 8) flowers on each spike.

•  Roots are fibrous and feather like. In deep water they 
may trail below the plant and can be up to 1m in length. 
In shallow water the roots may take hold in the substrate 
of mud or sediment.

How does it spread?
Water hyacinth infestations increase most rapidly by the 
production of new daughter plants. During high water flows 
and flooding, infestations can break up and be moved to 
new locations.

Most spread can be attributed to human activity such as the 
deliberate planting of water hyacinth in ornamental ponds 
or dams. Unwanted aquarium plants that are discarded 
into waterways are a major form of spread. Water hyacinth 
can also be spread by contaminated boating equipment.

How does it affect the environment?
Water hyacinth will rapidly take over an entire waterway. 
Under favourable conditions it can double its mass every 
5 days, forming new plants on the ends of stolons. It also 
grows from seed which can remain viable for 20 years 
or longer. This enormous reproductive capacity causes 
annual re-infestation from seed and rapid coverage 
of previously treated areas, making ongoing control 
necessary.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au

 R. Gleeson  R. Gleeson  R. Gleeson

 © Copyright 2012 Sydney Weeds Committees. All rights reserved.

This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


