
African Feather Grass
Pennisetum macrourum

What does it look like?
•  African feather grass is an erect perennial grass, 

sometimes over 2m high.
•  The light green leaves grow to 1.2cm wide and are ribbed 

on the upper surface. They are a darker green on the 
lower surface and sometimes purplish along the edges 
and tips. The leaves grow from the base of the plant to 
1.2m high, are slightly curled and sometimes drooping.

•  An erect or drooping long, thin spike-like panicle that is 
a purplish yellow or brown. The spike is 10 to 40cm long 
and 1 to 2cm diameter. The seed head is made up of 
numerous florets that are 5 to 7mm long and surrounded 
by feather-like serrated bristles mostly to 1 cm long.

•  African feather grass has a network of fibrous roots that 
grow to a depth of 1m. It also has sturdy rhizomes about 
7mm in diameter and up to 2m in length. The rhizomes 
are partly enclosed in a sheath and occur from just below 
the soil surface to a depth of 30 cm.

Growth and spread
African feather grass prefers sub tropical to warm, 
temperate climates and grows on open, well-drained 
soils. Established plants are relatively drought resistant. 
Flowering takes place in late spring and summer with seeds 
maturing in February and March. African feather grass can 
spread by seed but seedlings are rarely found in the field. 
Most spread is by rhizomes, which grow rapidly in spring 
and summer, depending largely on available moisture. 

The rhizome develops new roots and shoots away from 
the parent plant, and areas can be rapidly covered in 
African feather grass. Plants become dormant in winter, 
with new shoots being produced from rhizomes and 
crowns each spring. Rhizomes are spread by cultivation 
equipment, road graders and other machinery. Some 
spread can be attributed to human interest in the plant for 
dried flower arrangements and for ornamental purposes 
in landscaping. The bristles on the seed are well equipped 
to cling to clothing and bags, and to the wool and hair 
of animals. Seed is also spread readily by water, which 
accounts for infestations along streams. Wind dispersal is 
of some local importance.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


