
Camphor Laurel
Cinnamomum camphora

What does it look like?
•  Fast growing, large, stout, rough barked tree up to 20m 

high
•  Leaves are light green and glossy with a wavy margin 

and yellow mid-rib.
•  The under surface is dull green. When crushed, they 

smell strongly of camphor
•  Masses of small white insignificant flowers occur in the 

spring
•  Fruit is a 10mm round berry that turns black, ripening in 

autumn and early winter
•  Camphor laurel is easily identified by the pungent 

camphor odour arising from crushed leaves or exposed 
wood. In its native habitat there are three distinct types 
based on the major oil components of either camphor, 
cineole or linalool. The camphor form is most common 
in Australia.

Where does it grow?
Camphor laurel invades habitats where forests have been 
cleared or disturbed, usually for pasture or cultivation, 
to moist bushland slopes and gullies, from gardens and 
urban streets where it was commonly planted early last 
century. Areas that remain inhabited by rainforest are 
not invaded, except along tracks cleared for logging. 
Camphor laurels are spreading further up catchments 
and hillsides, and westward into drier areas with poorer 

soils. Camphor laurel forms thickets creating dense shade 
that suppresses native vegetation. Aggressively replaces 
native trees including koala and possum food trees.

How does it spread?
Seeds germinate more readily after ingestion by birds. It 
is thought that the fruit contains a germination inhibitor 
to delay germination until seeds are separated from the 
fruit. Viability is usually at least 70 per cent in the first 
year, decreasing rapidly in the second year. Some seeds 
remain viable for 3 years. Germination extends over 4 to 
20 weeks. This adaptation ensures the spread of viable 
seeds over time, leading to favourable weather conditions 
for germination.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


