
Cape broom
Genista monspessulana

What does it look like?
•  A woody perennial many-branched shrub 3m or more 

that forms dense thickets
•  Leaves are shortly stalked, mainly hairy on under side
•  Three leaflets per leaf middle leaflet 5–30mm long, 

others somewhat shorter
•  The very numerous small yellow pea flowers occur in 

clusters on the ends of the branchlets
•  Main flowering time spring and summer
•  The seed pod is small brown and densely hairy
•  Seeds are hard, black and shiny
There are other species in this family that are similar 
in appearance and can be difficult to tell apart from the 
species covered here, such as flax-leaf broom (Genista 
linifolia) and Madeira broom (Genista stenopetala). 
Hybrids between the different species may also exist.

Where does it grow?
Cape brooms often become dense on river banks, forest 
margins, roadsides and other disturbed areas. They will 
also invade pastures and native vegetation. They are 
able to grow on a wide range of soil types and are able to 
flourish in areas with an annual rainfall over 500mm.

How does it spread?
The seeds of cape broom are ejected with considerable 
force from the pod when it opens and may be dispersed 
several metres from the parent plant. Seeds may also be 

dispersed locally by ants. Other means of seed dispersal 
include slashing, water, farm machinery and vehicles, 
contaminated agricultural products and animals moving 
through infested areas.

How does it affect the environment?
Gorse and brooms smother desirable vegetation which 
reduces pasture stocking rates. They form dense thickets 
which can block access by humans and stock but harbour 
feral animals such as rabbits, foxes and pigs. When 
dense, these weeds increase the risk of bushfire through 
increased fuel load

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


