St John’s Wort
Hypericum perforatum
This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed

R. Gleeson

What does it look like?

R. Gleeson

• The flowers are bright yellow with a fine black margin,
they are about 22mm in diameter, and have five petals.
• The fruit, a sticky three-celled capsule, is about 8mm
long. The fruit splits open on ripening in summer, to
release seeds in the following autumn and winter. A plant
may produce up to 33,000 seeds per year which can
remain viable for 12 years
• St John’s wort has one set of roots that grow vertically
to about 1 m deep into the soil, and another set that
grow horizontally and produce buds that form new aerial
growth. Deep soils favour the development of vertical
roots and long-term survival of the crown. In shallow
soils, the life of the crown is shorter and roots generally
grow laterally and sucker more readily than vertical roots.
• Leaves are paler green on the lower surface and have
translucent oil glands, which give them a perforated
appearance when held against strong light. They are
opposite one another on the stem and have no stalk.

Where does it grow?
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How does it effect the environment?

St John’s wort spreads by seeds and lateral roots. The
sticky seed capsules adhere to animals – hence its spread
along roads, travelling stock reserves and animal tracks.
Seeds are also carried in the digestive tracts of animals,
and seedlings have been observed in cattle dung. Seed
is spread over short distances by wind, but over long
distances by water, machinery, humans, livestock or feral
animals. The roots of St John’s wort sucker and grow from
fragments; therefore, cultivation can spread the weed
unless the roots are brought to the surface and dried out.

Reference and Controls

General information on control methods, can be found
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI
website). The most appropriate weed control methods
should always be checked with your Local Control
Authority (local council or county council).

•
St John’s wort was brought to Australia in 1875 as a •
garden plant and is now a serious weed on the tablelands •
and slopes of New South Wales. It is found in pastures, •
water catchment reserves, forests and national parks.
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