
Water Lettuce
Pistia stratoites

What does it look like?
•  Pale green leaves are ribbed, wedge-shaped and form 

a rosette. They are spongy to touch and have a velvety 
appearance due to the small thick hairs that cover them.

•  A large number of unbranched feathery roots up to 80cm 
long are submersed in water beneath the leaves of the 
plant.

•  The flowers of water lettuce are very small (up to 1.5cm 
long) and hidden in the centre of the plant amongst the 
leaf bases. They are whitish-green in colour. Flowering 
occurs throughout the year.

•  The fruit is a greenish berry, 5–10mm in diameter. Four 
to fifteen oblong shaped seeds occur in each berry. They 
are green at first then mature to a brown colour and are 
about 2mm long.

Habitat
Water lettuce grows best on still or slow moving bodies of 
fresh water such as farm dams, reservoirs, lakes, rivers 
and creeks. It will tolerate temperatures between 15°C 
and 35°C; however optimum temperatures for growth 
range between 22°C and 30°C. Water lettuce is frost 
sensitive and growth is limited in temperate zones by long 
cool winters. Water lettuce can survive for long periods on 
mud banks or in other damp locations such as roadside 
culverts.

 
 

How does it spread?
Water lettuce is a perennial plant that reproduces 
vegetatively and from seed. This weed is thought to 
have spread through dumping of water lettuce from 
aquariums or fish ponds into creeks, rivers and wetlands, 
or of deliberate cultivation. It is also thought to have been 
introduced to NSW rivers and dams via eel traps from 
Queensland

How does it affect the environment?
Under favourable conditions, water lettuce will produce 
abundant growth, expand rapidly and form obstructive 
mats. These large dense floating mats can have negative 
impacts on native aquatic plants and animals. They can 
also interfere with irrigation, boating and water sport 
activities. Thick mats of water lettuce are also known to 
harbour disease-causing mosquitoes.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).
• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


