Willows
Salix spp.

Except S. babylonica, S. x reichardtii & S. x calodendron
This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed
Tortured Willow

R. Gleeson

What does it look like?

Black Willow

R. Gleeson

Willows are deciduous trees or shrubs. They have small
seeds with long, silky hairs attached to one end like a
parachute, which help them spread. The seeds are usually
short-lived, from days to a few weeks. With the exception
of the pussy willows, the leaves of all species are long
and narrow, with finely toothed edges and usually a paler
underside. Upright catkins (flower stalks) carry numerous
tiny flowers. The trees form large, dense root-mats on the
surface of the soil or in shallow water and slow-moving
streams.

Weeping Willow

R. Gleeson

How does it affect the environment?

They are among the worst weeds in Australia because of
their invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and
environmental impacts. They have invaded riverbanks and
wetlands in temperate Australia, occupying thousands
of kilometres of streams and numerous wetland areas.
Unlike most other vegetation, willows spread their roots
into the bed of a watercourse, slowing the flow of water and
reducing aeration. They form thickets which divert water
outside the main watercourse or channel, causing flooding
and erosion where the creek banks are vulnerable. Willow
leaves create a flush of organic matter when they drop in
Growth and Spread
autumn, reducing water quality and available oxygen, and
Willows have only invaded about 5% of their potential directly threatening aquatic plants and animals.
geographic range in temperate Australia. The most
Reference and controls
seriously invasive willow, grey sallow (Salix cinerea), is
expanding its range rapidly in Victoria and New South General information on control methods, can be found
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and
Wales, and possibly in Tasmania.
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI
Most willows spread by fragments of stems or twigs
website). The most appropriate weed control methods
breaking off and growing new roots in water. Pieces can
should always be checked with your Local Control
travel many kilometres before establishing at a new site.
Authority (local council or county council).
Fishermen often break off twigs and stick them in the
riverbank to hold their lines, and these pieces will also
grow. Seed is the main method of spread for several • WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
species, especially grey sallow and black willow. These • www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
species can invade off-stream wetlands from sea level to
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au
alpine locations.
• www.aabr.org.au
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