
Asparagus Fern
Asparagus aethiopicus

What does it look like?
•  Multi-branched prostrate perennial shrub
•  Forms a dense mat of tuberous roots
•  Branches grow to 60cm with a covering of small spines
•  Flowers are bell-shaped, white to pale pink clusters, in

late summer
•  Red berries to 8mm wide containing one to a few black

seeds about 4mm in diameter, occurring in winter and
early spring

Growth and spread
Asparagus fern is a native of South Africa and was 
introduced to Australia as an ornamental plant. Asparagus 
fern is commonly spread by dumped garden waste that 
contains seeds and rhizomes, and by birds that eat the 
colourful berries and deposit the seeds in their droppings. 
The seeds germinate readily and start new infestations. 
Asparagus ferns are popular garden ornamentals and 
are quite often planted in hanging baskets. There 
are about 100 species of asparagus ferns worldwide.
Due to their invasive properties and the difficulty of 
removing them from bushland, gardeners should avoid 
planting all types of asparagus fern.

How does it affect the environment?
This weed is invasive and poses a significant threat to 
the bushland environment. This weed may cause 
problems to neighbouring properties both through the 
plant stems spreading over boundary lines and birds 
depositing seeds via their droppings. These seeds 
germinate readily and will start new infestations. Due to 
the plant’s invasive nature, treatment to contain this 
weed must start immediately. As this weed is likely to 
continually grow and spread, total removal is 
recommended.

Note
The bulbs found along the root system under ground 
are used as water storage for dry conditions and do not 
produce new plants. If removing manually, these can be 
left in the ground and lessen soil disturbance.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Weed 
Control Handbook (found on the DPI website). The most 
appropriate weed control methods should always be 
checked with your Local Control Authority (local 
council or county council).
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The Biosecurity Act 2015 provides powers to Local Control Authorities to take action in relation 
to this weed in particular circumstances, for example where it is threatening a high value asset 
and prevention, elimination or reduction of the risk is feasible and reasonable.

• www.sydneyweeds.org.au
• https://greatersydney.lls.nsw.gov.au
• www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds
• http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm
• http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/


