
What does it look like?
•  Scrambling plant with wiry stems
•  Glossy, thin, bright green leaves, to 7cm long by 3cm

wide, with close parallel veins
•  Small white flowers are followed by berries, which ripen

from green to dark red
•  Perennial root system consisting of many tubers

grouped along a central rhizome

Where does it grow?
As well as a wide range of natural habitats, bridal creeper 
grows well in citrus orchards and pine plantations. It 
can grow in most soils but is most common close to 
the coast where it invades woodlands and other open 
coastal vegetation. It is particularly vigorous in alkaline 
sandy soils and thrives in areas high in nutrients such as 
drainage lines.
Bridal creeper is frost tolerant and its perennial root 
system enables it to survive summer drought.

How does it spread?
Bridal creeper plants can produce more than 1000 berries 
per square metre. Birds feed on the berries and later 
excrete the seeds at perch sites, usually within 100m 
of source plants. Rabbits and foxes also eat fruit and 
disperse seeds. The plant can spread as the root system 
slowly expands in area. Movement of soil containing 
roots can spread plants further. Dumping garden rubbish 
containing bridal creeper seeds or roots also spreads the 
weed.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Weed 
Control Handbook (found on the DPI website). 
The most appropriate weed control methods should 
always be checked with your Local Control Authority 
(local council or county council).
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Bridal Creeper
Asparagus asparagoides

The Biosecurity Act 2015 provides powers to Local Control Authorities to take action in 
relation to this weed in particular circumstances, for example where it is threatening a high 
value asset and prevention, elimination or reduction of the risk is feasible and reasonable.

• www.sydneyweeds.org.au
• https://greatersydney.lls.nsw.gov.au
• www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds
• http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm
• http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/


