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Abbreviations
LCA

Local Control Authority

LLS

Local Land Services

NSW DPI

NSW Dept. of Primary Industries

RWC

Regional Weed Committee

RSWMP

Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan
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Executive Summary
The Greater Sydney Regional Weed Committee Regional Inspection Plan is an operational plan and
guideline for the inspection of private and public land in the Greater Sydney Local Land Services
region.
The plan includes consistent enforcement and inspection procedures under the Biosecurity Act and
outlines the essential steps required to execute an regional inspection program for weed
management by for the Local Control Authorities (LCAs) within the Greater Sydney region. The plan
also outlines minimum standards for inspection and surveillance activities for local control
authorities and public agencies/land managers in the region.
Local control authorities have a major role and responsibility for controlling priority weeds and
administering the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 in their areas. Their responsibilities include:
 enforcing legislated weed management obligations on private and public land (apart from
federal public authorities)
 delivering components of the Weeds Action Program throughout the state
 conducting weed inspections on public and private land
 controlling weeds on lands managed by local government
 reporting and mapping weed incidence across the state
 input into weed strategy and policy
 providing education, training and resources for both the public and for staff
 cooperating with their neighbours and region to ensure control of certain weeds.
Like all land managers, public agencies are responsible for managing weeds on their land. This
responsibility includes preventing new weeds from establishing as well as preventing established
weeds from spreading to other lands consistent with their General Biosecurity Duty. To this extent,
certain public agencies responsible for managing land need to undertake routine surveillance
activities to monitor the distribution of priority weeds on their land.
A mapping tool has been developed by Greater Sydney LLS for LCA’s to identify and map high risk
pathways, high risk sites and significant assets. This information will be used to set regional annual
targets for inspections and surveillance. The RWC will monitor inspection and surveillance activities
on a quarterly basis using the Biosecurity Information System (BIS) and other reporting tools,
leading to an annual review of the program.
Reported activity will be monitored against targets based on minimum standards. The RWC will
report annually on the outcomes of the Regional Inspection Program and any deviations thereof.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background

Implementing and enforcing legislation regarding weed management has been the responsibility of
local government in NSW since 1906, providing continuity in weed management through to the
current NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.
In a region as large and diverse as the Greater Sydney region, there is enormous variation in weed
species and their ability to impact on the environment, the economy and human health. Consistency
in weed management provides considerable environmental, financial and social benefits for
communities.
Councils (LCA’s) and other land managers through the Greater Sydney Regional Weed Committee
are co-operating with each other to produce regional weed strategies to maximise coordination for
the benefit of all concerned.
Councils (LCA’s), the Authorised Officers they employ and land managers are the first line of
defence against weeds in the region. When local and state government agencies understand their
roles and responsibilities in supporting the weed control process, the benefits to all parties, our
industries and our environment are greatly enhanced.

1.2

Purpose of the Plan
Formatted: Left

The Regional Inspection Plan is an operational plan and guideline for the inspection and
surveillance of private and public land in the Greater Sydney Local Land Services region for the
purpose of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

providing the operational framework and minimum standards for a consistent inspection and
surveillance program over a diverse range of land tenuresuse activities;
preventing the establishment of new invasive weed species before they become widely
established through consistent inspection and surveillance processes;
reducing the impacts of widespread invasive weed species by uniform inspection and
surveillance processes;
identifying areas within the region that require attention and may attract funding through
outside resources;
raising community awareness and understanding of regional and local weed issues; and
identifying where resources may need to be allocated at a local level to reduce the impacts
of invasive weed species.

The plan includes model enforcement and inspection procedures under the Biosecurity Act and
outlines the steps required to execute a regional inspection program for the Local Control
Authorities (LCAs) and other stakeholders within the Greater Sydney region.

4

Greater Sydney Regional Weed Committee Regional Inspection Plan 2017-2022

1.3

Landuse in the Greater Sydney Region

Sydney is Australia’s largest city, the gateway to NSW, and is recognised as a high biosecurity risk
including the risk of weeds establishing and spreading to and from the region. The region has more
incoming international travelers and freight than anywhere else in the country along with a high
density of small lot holders. With increasing disturbance as a result of urban development, along
with the impacts of climate change, the risk associated with weeds continue to rise.
The Greater Sydney Local Land Service region has a complex physical and social landscape. With
a population of some 4.6 million people in an area of 12,474 square kilometres, the region extends
from densely urbanised cities and coastal waterways through to rural lands and extensive World
Heritage wilderness areas. It is the largest urban area in NSW and is also one of the fastest growing
regions in the country, yet it retains outstanding natural values and important productive agricultural
industries. With 80 national parks and seven state forests, almost 70 per cent of the region contains
native vegetation.
The western escarpment of the Blue Mountains is dominated by over one million hectares of World
Heritage and Wilderness listed National Parks. Many pockets within the World Heritage Area are
pristine, with little to no impact from European settlement, providing a sanctuary for native wildlife
and plants. The sandstone plateau to the north and south also include large reserved areas
including the Royal and Ku-ring-gai Chase National Parks. By contrast the woodland communities of
the clay basin (the Cumberland Plain) have been heavily cleared for urban development and
agriculture, and very little of the remaining native vegetation is protected.
The forests, woodlands and wetlands of the Greater Sydney Local Land Services region are
significant assets. In addition to their intrinsic value, social value and recreational value, these
ecosystems provide drinking water supply to 4.6 million people and are the backbone of a multimillion dollar tourism economy.
The coastal area extends from Lake Macquarie in the north to Port Hacking in the south, and
contains more than 100 ocean and estuarine beaches, providing popular destinations for tourism
and recreational activities. Tourism remains a vital part of the economy and is focussed on natural
environment attractions including Sydney Harbour, coastal beaches and the Blue Mountains.
Large urban areas place significant pressures on natural resources and there is a continuous need
to maintain a balance between urban growth, the natural environment and agriculture.
Much of Sydney’s bushland and waterways are threatened by weeds and are under constant
pressure from stormwater runoff with elevated nutrient loads. The combination of urban areas,
intensive agriculture, and abandoned land awaiting development may support introduction of
serious weed issues including Boneseed, Serrated Tussock, Chilean Needle Grass, African Olive,
Alligator Weed, and various willow species.
The region’s 34 local councils are responsible for implementing the Biosecurity Act 2015, as it
relates to weeds within their council area. This includes appointing Authorised Officers to undertake
education and enforcement activities, including weed inspections on public and private land.
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Map 1 – Greater Sydney Local Land Services Region
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1.4

Local Control Authorities (LCA’s) in the Greater Sydney Region

Bayside Council
Blue Mountains City Council
Burwood Council
Camden Council
Campbelltown City Council
Canada Bay Council, City of
Canterbury-Bankstown Council
Central Coast Council
Cumberland Council
Fairfield City Council
Hawkesbury River County Council (HRCC)*
Hornsby Shire Council
Hunters Hill Council
Inner West Council
Ku-ring-gai Council
Lane Cove Municipal Council

Liverpool City Council
Mosman Municipal Council
North Sydney Council
Northern Beaches Council
Parramatta Council, City of
Pittwater Council
Randwick City Council
Ryde Council, City of
Strathfield Municipal Council
Sutherland Shire Council
Sydney Council, City of
Waverley Council
Willoughby City Council
Wollondilly Shire Council
Woollahra Municipal Council

*Hawkesbury River County Council is the local control authority for Blacktown, Hawkesbury, Penrith and the Hills Shire
local government areas.

1.5

Public Agencies and Organisations

Below is a list of NSW and Australian government agencies responsible for managing significant
parcels of land in the Greater Sydney region.
NSW government agencies

Australian government & other organisations

Office of Environment & Heritage (including
National Parks and Wildlife Service and Royal
Botanic Gardens)
Transport NSW
Greater Sydney Local Land Services
Water NSW
Department of Industry – Lands
Sydney Olympic Park Authority
Sydney Water
Roads and Maritime Services
Western Sydney Parklands Trust
Department of Health
Department of Planning & Environment
Forestry Corporation of NSW

Department of Defence
Australian Rail Track Corporation
Sydney Harbour Federation Trust
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1.6

Scope

The scope of the Regional Inspection Plan is limited to the operational inspection program and
guidelines for the 34 local government areas within the Greater Sydney Local Land Services region.
The plan also outlines minimum standards for inspection and surveillance activities for local control
authorities and public agencies/land managers in the Greater Sydney region.
The plan does not include management actions for:





border control (refer NSW Weed Incursion Plan);
weed risk assessment (refer ‘GS RWC Weed Incursion Plan);
identifying high risk pathways and sites (refer ‘GS RWC High Risk Pathways and Sites
Management Plan ’), or
detection and incursion response (refer GS RWC New Weed Incursion Plan).
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1.7

Policy framework

The Regional Inspection Plan fits into a hierarchy of policy frameworks and strategies within the
region, the state and nationally as summarised in Chart 1.

Chart 1: Regional Inspection Plan Policy Framework
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2.

THE BIOSECURITY ACT 2015

The Biosecurity Act 2015 is the primary legislation for managing weeds (and other biosecurity risks) in
NSW. The Biosecurity Act 2015 has repealed replaced the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 and in doing so has
streamlined and modernised the way weeds are managed.
Some of the most significant changes in terms of inspections by Local Control Authorities are that the
Biosecurity Act 2015:
 applies equally to all land in the state, regardless of whether it is publically or privately owned,
 is premised on the concept of risk, so that weed management investment and response is
appropriate to the risk, and
 introduces the legally enforceable concept of a General Biosecurity Duty.
The Biosecurity Act 2015 represents a significant move away from the prescriptive nature of the Noxious
Weeds Act 1993. While State level determined priority weeds continue to be regulated by specific legal
requirements (see section 2.2), for the most part the prescriptive control requirements of the Noxious
Weeds Act have been replaced by a General Biosecurity Duty.

2.1

General Biosecurity Duty

The General Biosecurity Duty is defined in Part 3 of the Biosecurity Act 2015. as:
Any person who deals with biosecurity matter or a carrier and who knows, or ought reasonably to know, the
biosecurity risk posed or likely to be posed by the biosecurity matter, carrier or dealing has a biosecurity duty to
ensure that, so far as is reasonably practicable, the biosecurity risk is prevented, eliminated or minimised.

For weeds, the General Biosecurity Duty means that any person dealing with plant matter must take
measures to prevent, minimise or eliminate the biosecurity risk (as far as is reasonably practicable). A
person or organisation is not expected to know about all biosecurity risks, but is expected to know about
risks associated with their industry, business, day-to-day work, and hobbies and interests including
activities undertaken on a voluntary basis.

2.2

Priority Weeds

All plants are regulated with a General Biosecurity Duty. State level determined priority weeds are also
subject to other legislative requirements.
The priority weeds for the Greater Sydney Local Lands Services region are identified in Appendix 1 of the
Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan. Appendix 1 covers State level determined
priorities (A1.1) and regionally determined priorities (A1.2).
The Biosecurity Act 2015 and regulations provide specific legal requirements for managing state level
priority weeds (A1.1). These specific regulatory requirements include Prohibited Matter, Control Orders,
Biosecurity Zones and Mandatory Measures Regulation
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Table 1: Requirements for State level priority weeds
Prohibited Matter
Biosecurity matter listed in Schedule 2, Part 1 of the Biosecurity Act 2015 for the purpose of
preventing entry of that matter into NSW or a part of NSW. Prohibited matter relevant to the Greater
Sydney region is listed in Appendix A1.1 of the Greater Sydney RSWMP. Prohibited matter
includes weeds nationally targeted for eradication and presently not in NSW.
Control Orders
These are to establish one or more control zones and related measures to prevent, eliminate,
minimise or manage a biosecurity risk or impact. Control orders are for managing weeds under
approved eradication programs and last for five years (or can be renewed for longer-term
eradication programs).Control orders are published in the NSW Government Gazette and/or NSW
DPI website. Control orders are currently in place for Boneseed, Parkinsonia and Tropical Soda
Apple and can be found in Appendix A1.1 of the Greater Sydney RSWMP.
Biosecurity Zones
These aim at containment of a species and provide for ongoing strategic management in a defined
area of the state. A Biosecurity Zone specifies the measures that must be taken in the defined area
to manage the weed. Species may also be subject to other measures tailored required by the
region either within the zone or outside it. Biosecurity zones for Alligator Weed, Bitou Bush and
Water Hyacinth are established under Part 5 of the Biosecurity Regulation 2017 and can also be
found in Appendix A1.1 of the Greater Sydney RSWMP.
Mandatory Measures Regulation
This requires parties to take specific actions with respect to weeds or carriers of weeds. Mandatory
Measures are defined in the Biosecurity Regulation 2017 and include prohibition on certain
dealings - including Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) (Division 8 Clause 33), Parthenium
weed carriers - machinery and equipment (Division 8 Clause 35), and duty to notify of importation of
plants into the state (Division 8 Clause 34). Mandatory measures relevant to the region are listed in
Appendix A1.1 of the Greater Sydney RSWMP.

Regional priority weeds
Appendix 1.2 (A1.1) of the Greater Sydney RSWMP identifies regionally prioritised weeds and
outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the General Biosecurity Duty. Recommended measures
for these weeds are included in A1.2 and also provided in the NSW DPI web and mobile based
application WeedWise, as practical advice on achieving these outcomes.

2.3

Responsibility of Local Control Authorities (Councils)

Local government plays a significant role in biosecurity, particularly in weed management. It has an
important role to play in engaging local communities, managing public lands and assisting with
emergency management. Local government also makes a significant investment in local and regional
weed management and is responsible for implementing the Biosecurity Act 2015, as it relates to
weeds within their council area.
Weed control functions of local government are undertaken by Local Control Authorities, including
local councils and county councils.
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Local Control Authorities have the power to appoint Authorised Officers who have the authority to
issue weed notices and fine landowners not complying with a Control Order, Biosecurity Direction, or
other direction issued by the Minister. Their role in recent years has seen a growing trend toward
community education and capacity building. Inspectors will often use the techniques of guiding and
teaching landholders about how to best manage their weeds. The aim is to still achieve compliance
with the Act, but for this to be done by landholders in a voluntary capacity.
Local control authorities have a major role and responsibility for controlling priority weeds and
administering the Biosecurity Act 2015 in respect of weed management in their areas. Their
responsibilities include:
 enforcing legislated weed management obligations on private and public land (apart from land
managed by federal public authorities)
 delivering components of the Weeds Action Program throughout the state
 conducting weed inspections on public and private land
 controlling weeds on lands managed by local government
 reporting and mapping weed incidence across the state
 input into weed strategy and policy
 providing education, training and resources for both the public and for staff
 cooperating with their neighbours and region to ensure control of certain weeds.
Central to meeting these above-mentioned responsibilities is the implementation of a consistent, coordinated and co-operative approach to a regional weed inspection program.

Formatted: Heading 2

Inspections and Surveillance
There are two types of inspections that can be made to survey land as part of a weed management
program. These are “Inspections” or Surveillance”.
Inspections are formal visits to a landholding by an Authorised Officer using the powers granted to
that officer under Division 3 of the Biosecurity Act 2015. They are undertaken by following
procedures established by the Local Control Authority including written notice of entry and written
notice of inspection outcomes. Inspection visits are necessary before any compliance actions such
as a biosecurity undertaking or biosecurity direction can be undertaken. Therefore, “inspections” can
only be undertaken by Authorised Officers, and only in accordance with the powers granted under
the Biosecurity Act 2015 and by following the procedures established by the Local Control Authority.

Formatted: Font: Bold

Surveillance visits are informal visits to a landholding by any person with a responsibility for weed
management on that land. They can include visits by Authorised Officers, other council officers, and
officers of public land managers for the purpose of monitoring weeds as part of a weed management
program. Therefore, “surveillance” can be undertaken by any person with a legal right to enter the
land for the purpose of monitoring weed presence. Due to their absence of procedural requirements
surveillance visits can be undertaken with a minimum of preliminary consultation with landholders
and require significantly less resources than formal inspections. As such they may comprise the
majority of property visits to implement weed management programs.

Formatted: Font: Bold

2.4

Authorised Officers Roles

Authorised Officers are responsible for enforcing the Biosecurity Act 2015 and implementing the
strategies and actions of the Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan on behalf of their respective
Council or County Council.
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A key role for Authorised Officers is the inspection of private and public land to reduce the impacts of
weeds on the environment, economy and social well being. The inspections include private property
that is owned or leased, Crown Lands either vacant or occupied and council controlled lands.
These Officers play a diverse role in the community and are responsible for a wide range of functions
for to implementing Councils’ policies, strategies and weed control programs.
Their main activities include but are not restricted to:
 conducting property inspections and surveillance within their respective areas;
 enforcing the Biosecurity Act 2015 as required;
 surveying and mapping of weed infestations;
 reporting on noxious weed distribution and abundance;
 implementing and coordinating weed control programs;
 conducting community extension programs;
 maintaining accurate records;
 liaising with other Authority’s and other Local Control Authority’s;
 contributing to regional weed management and other resource management activities; and
 participating in Sub-regional Weeds Advisory Committees and contributing toward the
developing and funding of co-ordinated activities.
Authorised Officers roles continue to change in respect of weeds management. Whilst the main focus
is concentrated on priority weeds issues, Officers also provide professional advice on environmental
weeds, pasture weeds and agronomy issues.

2.5

Property Inspection under Biosecurity Act 2015 - Procedure

The following flow chart provides a summary of the property inspection process which may be followed
by a Local Control Authority. Further details including templates for letters can be found in section 5.
Chart 2: Property Inspection Procedure (Hawkesbury River County Council, 2017)
1st Inspection of Property
Programmed or reactive.
Notice of Entry issued (S98)

Letter of “Weed Presence” issued to
landholder. Non-regulatory.

2nd Inspection of Property
For weed control activity under General
Biosecurity Duty. (S98)

Weed control levels
Satisfactory for weed species.

Legend Weed control
“Thank you” letter sent
Red:
Physical
Only
after a Action
2nd Inspection
Blue: Written Advice

Regulatory notice given to landholder by
authorised officer, in the form of “Property
Weed Management Plan” as a Biosecurity
Undertaking (S143) or Individual Biosecurity
Direction (S128).
13

3rd Inspection of Property
For compliance to regulatory direction. (S98)
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2.6

Responsibility of public agencies/land managers

A number of organisations and government agencies manage state owned land allocated for specific
purposes. These include travelling stock reserves (TSRs, managed by Local Land Services), state
forest (Forestry Corporation of NSW, a state owned corporation), state infrastructure such as road
and rail corridors (Roads and Maritime Services and Transport NSW), corridors for energy
infrastructure, Water NSW, Crown roads as well as both tidal and non-tidal Crown waterways (NSW
Department of Industry – Lands).
The spread of weeds along natural and artificial corridors - roadside verges, railways, utilities
(transmission lines, gas pipelines etc), waterways, recreational trails and drainage lines – is a
significant avenue for increasing weed distribution throughout the region. A key area of concern is the
spread of weeds along road and rail corridors, and transmission lines where they can easily move
within and between regions providing a source of infestation for neighbouring properties. Another
major concern is infestations of aquatic weeds upstream of water storage assets (i.e. dams)
providing an ongoing source of re-infestation in the storages.
Like all land managers, public agencies are responsible for managing weeds on their land. This
responsibility includes preventing new weed from establishing as well as preventing established
weeds from spreading to other lands. To this extent, certain public agencies need to undertake
routine surveillance activities to monitor the distribution of priority weeds on their land.
Expectations for local control authorities and public land managers to undertake periodic inspections
and surveillance are outlined in chapter 3.
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3.

FREQUENCY OF INSPECTIONS AND SURVEILLANCE

This is a guideline for a co-ordinated approach to undertaking strategically targeted inspections and
surveillance of private and public lands across the Greater Sydney region. It is intended to provide a
regional standard for all Local Control Authorities and public land managers to follow.
Aims
 To have a consistent inspection program across Greater Sydney’s 34 local government areas
 To detect and prevent the establishment of new invasive weed species before they become established
 To reduce the impacts of widespread weeds on significant biodiversity and other assets
 To encourage awareness and voluntary compliance from public and private landholders
Methods
 Strategic landscape surveillance
 Recording inspection results, follow up action and monitoring
 Rapid response to new weed incursions detected in the landscape
 Building partnerships with industries (nursery, horticulture, aquarium etc)
 Landholder mentoring
 Weedspotting networks (Bushcare volunteers, residents etc)
Highest priorities for inspections
All known and potential sites for priority weeds (priority weeds are identified in Appendix 1 of the Greater
Sydney Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan), including
 High risk pathways and sites,
 New weed incursions,
 Significant assets
 Private properties
Each LCA and public land manager should have an localised inspection program that aims to inspect the
lands private and public lands under their control at an appropriate frequency, including and adjacent to
incursion pathways and high risk sites. Significant assets that are at risk of invasion may also form part of
the planned approach to inspections and surveillance.

3.1 Expectations of all public land managers – Recommended minimum standardsHigh
risk pathways and Sites
Formatted: Normal

The Greater Sydney RWC High Risk Pathways and Site Management Plan 2017 – 2022 establishes a risk
based approach to the desirable frequency of inspection of land identified as High risk pathways and High
risk sites, and recommends the following frequencies of inspections and/or surveillance regardless of land
tenure. These are adopted here as part of a Regional Inspection Plan.

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Recommended minimum standard for inspection/surveillance frequency of High risk pathways and
High risk sites according to risk level

Risk Level

Frequency of inspection/surveillance

Extreme

Every 3 months or 4 times per year

Very High

Every 6 months or 2 times per year

Formatted Table
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High

Annually

Private
properties

Every 5 years for properties 2 hectares or greater

Inspections and/or surveillance on public land should be undertaken by the public land manager
responsible for the land, with inspection activities and findings reported via Sydney Weed app 2.0 or the
Biosecurity Information System (BIS). Where the pathways or sites are privately owned LCA’s are
responsible for inspection/surveillance. LCA’s may also choose to undertake inspections and/or
surveillance on land managed by other public land managers as part of capacity building, addressing gaps
or as an audit.

Comment [Ma1]: Note NRC Review
(page 42) suggests every 5 years for
properties greater than 1 hectare, however
these may be difficult to identify in greater
Sydney region. Hence, proposal to inspect
properties 2 hectares or greater. Refer pages
42-43 of NRC Review report.
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3.2

Significant assets

Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 11 pt
Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 11
pt, English (U.S.)

The High Risk Pathways and Site Management Plan identifies areas considered to be Significant assets,
that is “Social, economic or environmental assets where core values are at risk of significant degradation
from weeds”. The Plan classifies these assets into high, medium or low value. The following inspection
frequencies are recommended for these asset classes regardless of land tenure.

Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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Recommended minimum standard for inspection/surveillance frequency of significant assets

Asset Value

Frequency of inspection/surveillance

High

Every 6 months or 2 times per year

Medium

Annually

Low

Every 2 years

Formatted Table

Inspections and/or surveillance on public land should be undertaken by the public land manager
responsible for the land, with inspection activities and findings reported via Sydney Weed app 2.0 or the
Biosecurity Information System (BIS. Where the significant assets are privately owned LCA’s are
responsible for inspection/surveillance. LCA’s may also choose to undertake inspections and/or
surveillance on land managed by other public land managers as part of capacity building, addressing gaps
or as an audit.
3.3

Formatted: Font: 11 pt
Formatted: Font: 11 pt
Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Other land

Public land: Individual parcels of publicly owned land larger than 2 ha are recommended to be inspected
every 5 years by the public land manager responsible for the land, with inspection activities and findings
reported via Sydney Weed app 2.0 or the Biosecurity Information System (BIS).

Formatted: Font: Bold

Private land: Private landholdings larger than 2 ha are recommended to be inspected every 5 years by the
Local Control Authority.

Formatted: Font: Bold, No underline
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4.

MONITORING AND REPORTING

A mapping tool has been developed by Greater Sydney LLS for LCA’s to identify and map high risk
pathways, high risk sites and significant assets. This information will be used to set regional annual targets
for inspections and surveillance. The GS RWC will monitor inspection and surveillance activities on a
quarterly basis using the Biosecurity Information System (BIS) and other reporting tools, leading to an
annual review of the program in accordance with the principles of the MERI Plan.
The annual review of inspection and surveillance activities will include an evaluation of efficiency and its
effectiveness in achieving the objectives and targets of the GSRSWMP. Captured data will provide
baseline information by which to assess and measure changes in order to address inconsistencies and
improvements to the inspection program.
The principle method for collecting this data is via existing reporting to the Biosecurity Information System.
The intention is to have surveillance and inspection activities reported in real time via either BIS or Sydney
Weed app reporting tools. It is not proposed to request further reports from LCAs regarding their inspection
and surveillance activities.
Reported activity will be monitored against targets based on minimum standards (see section 3.1) and
inspection frequencies (priorities) nominated by LCA’s in the High Risk Pathways and Sites mapping tool.
The GS RWC will report annually on the outcomes of the Regional Inspection Program to the State Weed
Committee. and any deviations thereof.
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5.

TEMPLATES FOR WEED INSPECTION AND COMPLIANCE
The following templates are provided courtesy of Hawkesbury River County Council, and are
intended for guidance and information purposes only. Any letters or forms relating to an LCA’s
inspection program should be approved by an appropriate manager/officer prior to use.
1. Notice of Entry (Section 98)
2. Presence of Priority Weeds Notice (non-regulatory)
3. Individual Biosecurity Direction (Section 128)
4. Biosecurity Undertaking (Section 143)
5. Property Weed Management Plan (can be under Section 143)
6. Non-Compliance Notice. Recovery of Administration (S132) and Weed Control (S133)
7. “Thank You” Letter (non-regulatory)
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5.1

Notice of Entry
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5.2

Presence of priority weeds
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5.3

Individual Biosecurity Direction
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5.4

Biosecurity Undertaking

Formatted: Justified, Line spacing:
Double
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5.5

Property Weed Management Plan

PROPERTY WEED MANAGEMENT
PLAN
(example)

This document complies with the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015, section 142 as a biosecurity
undertaking. The plan is only valid when signed in the presence of an authorised officer
from Hawkesbury River County Council.
This document is a binding contract between Hawkesbury River County Council and the land
holder to undertake weed control as set out in this Weed Management Plan.
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Mud Map: Old Northern Rd, Dural NSW 2158

Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus)
Broad-leaf privet (Ligustrum lucidum),
Narrow-leaf privet (Ligustrum sinense),
Lantana (Lantana camara)
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Date: 19/06/2017
Name:
Property: Old Northern Rd, Dural NSW 2158

WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN (HRCC)
Area/Zone

Mixed native
vegetation /
weed
populations

Weeds

Techniques

Completion Dates

Narrow-leaf privet
(Ligustrum
sinense),

The use of machinery is
permitted to control dense
areas of weeds. Identify all
native vegetation prior to
commencing weed control,
prevent damage to identified
native vegetation. Isolated
plants are to be cut at ground
level and the stump
immediately treated with
herbicide.

27/07/17

Weed species will regenerate
from untreated stumps and
this regrowth will need to be
treated with herbicide when
the regrowth reaches 1
metre. Use Brush-off, Grazon
extra or Round up Biactive to
spray these weeds.

27/09/17

HRCC inspection staff will
conduct site inspections at 3
month intervals with you
being present, to assess
WMP progression and make
adjustments where
necessary.

27/10/17

Broad-leaf privet
(Ligustrum
lucidum),
Lantana (Lantana
camara) &
Blackberry (Rubus
fruticosus)
Narrow-leaf privet
(Ligustrum
sinense),

Whole of
treatment zone

Broad-leaf privet
(Ligustrum
lucidum),
Lantana (Lantana
camara) &
Blackberry (Rubus
fruticosus)

HRCC
Inspection

Project oversight
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Weed management plans are issued by HRCC authorised officers to landholders as an
agreement to conduct weed control on lands that have been given an individual
biosecurity direction under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015, section 129 or, are affected
by weed growth. They are a binding contract between council and the landholder to carry out
weed control in a prescribed manner, and within an agreed timeframe. The weed
management plan clearly states what weed species are to be treated, by which method, and
by which date these works needs to be completed.
The weed management plan (biosecurity undertaking) is solely directed at management of
weed infestations and does not provide the landholder with any permission to disturb native
vegetation, or change landform through broad scale soil disturbance.
In the instance of conjecture from a local council or government agency, and pertaining to
weed control being carried out on a property under a weed management plan (i.e. damage
to native vegetation communities, or specific threatened species), the plan may be
suspended and reviewed by the concerned parties to overcome legitimate environmental
issues.

I, ……………………………………………, of Old Northern Road, Dural, accept this Weed
Management Plan (biosecurity undertaking, NSW Biosecurity Act 2015) and agree to
implement the plan in accordance with the dates herein.

Signature of Owner ……………………………………

Date ………………….

Name of Authorised Officer ……………………………………………………….

Signature of Authorised Officer ………………………

Date ………………….
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5.6

Undertaking of Required Work & Recovery of Costs
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5.7

“Thank you” letter – Appreciation for the control of priority weeds
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