
Mapping of linear reserves that are high risk pathways for weeds 

This year, the Roadside Environment Committee (REC) has sponsored a project with the 
Sydney Weeds Committee, focusing on the spread of invasive grasses along linear reserves 
and transport corridors. The first step towards better management of weeds along these 
linear reserves is an understanding of where the main problem areas are geographically 
located. 

Over the last five months, Sydney Weeds Committee has facilitated several interactive 
mapping activities as a way of drawing out the knowledge and expertise of the weed 
management officers working on the ground all over the Sydney and Blue Mountains region. 
The officers, working for local councils and state government agencies, were asked to 
identify the main problem areas where they are aware of serious weeds spreading along 
linear reserves and posing threats to areas of high conservation value.  

The funding provided through the REC has enabled Sydney Weeds Committee to employ a 
specialist GIS officer to transfer the information gathered by the weeds officers (using colour 
paper maps, textas and sticky dots!) to a GIS layer. Whilst it may appear a “clunky” method 
of collecting data, it is in fact very real and powerful information provided by approximately 
60 weeds officers from throughout the Sydney region and Blue Mountains who are familiar 
with the land managed by their organisations (so the information is already “ground truthed”). 
 
The GIS map will be added to and updated regularly as more information becomes 
available. It will be used as an ongoing strategic tool by the Sydney Weeds Committee, to 
work with the REC, specifically with government agencies such as the RTA and Railcorp. 
The map will assist in highlighting the specific areas of concern where the highest priority 
weeds need to be controlled. Examples of this are Coolatai Grass growing along the F3 
corridor and infestations of Boneseed found along the M5 corridor. Both of these road 
corridors transect large areas of valuable bushland managed by national parks and councils  
 
It is also hoped that the GIS map, once it becomes available in early 2012, can be used by 
other regional stakeholders such as the REC, Catchment Management Authorities and local 
councils to assist with forming partnerships and attracting more funding for the management 
of weeds in these high priority areas.  
 

 
 
 


