Program
SWC Forum 2014 Program Snapshot
8:15 - 9:00am

Registration at NSW Teachers Federation Conference Centre

9:00 - 9:10am

Welcome by Master of Ceremonies Jillian Macintyre (5 min)
Acknowledgement of Country – Les McLeod (5 min)

9:15 - 10.00am

Keynote Speaker – Dr Paul Gibson-Roy (40 min talk, 5 min questions)
‘Managing our local environment. What goals and can we achieve them?’

10:05 - 10:20am

Jonathan Sanders – SWC President (10 min talk, 5 min questions)

10:20 - 10:35am

Kate Low – AABR (10 min talk, 5 min questions)

10:35 - 11:05am

Morning Tea and Lobby Activities

11:05 - 11:30am

Bryce Wilde – ‘Time to get serious: Review of weed management in NSW’
(20 min talk, 5 min questions)

11:35 - 12:00pm

Dr Stephen Johnson – Weeds – Way serious!
(20 min talk, 5 min questions)

12:05 - 12:30pm

Matt Springall – New Weed Incursions of the Sydney Basin
(20 min talk, 5 min questions)

12:35 - 1:00pm

Mel Hall and Paul Marynissen – Weeds of National Significance Asparagus Weed
Films Launch (20 min presentation, 5 min questions)

1:00 - 1:20pm

Andrew McGahey – Kudzu eradication project on the Nepean River Flood Plain
(15 min talk, 5 min questions)

1:20 - 1:50pm

Lunch and Lobby Activities

1:50 - 1:55pm

Welcome Back by Master of Ceremonies Dr Pete Turner (5 min)

1:55 - 2:20pm

Robert Lester and Kayne Moreton – Weed Management from an Aboriginal Perspective
(20 min talk, 5 min questions)

2:25 - 2:45pm

Tegan Burton – Positive results through ‘remote’ long-term Bushcare in
Muogamarra Nature Reserve (15 min talk, 5 min questions)

2:50 - 3:10pm

Jim Casimir – Bushcare in Warringah: the people and the places
(15 min talk, 5 min questions)

3:10 - 3:30pm

Final Question Session, Feedback completed and Closing Comments
(Afterwards you are invited to share your inspiration and continue networking
off site with informal get-togethers.)
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Welcome

Matt Springall, NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service
New Weed Incursions of the Sydney Basin

The Sydney Weeds Committees welcome you to the 2014 Professional Forum.
This Forum is an opportunity to share expertise, exchange knowledge and ideas,
and make new contacts within the industry. We hope you will enjoy the day.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY, Les McCloud
Master of Ceremonies:
Jillian Macintyre
Jillian has been working in Natural Resource Management for
over 13 years. Since 2005 she has been managing Council’s
noxious weeds program, gaining extensive experience in
managing invasive species, native fauna and threatened species
management projects.

Dr Pete Turner
Pete holds a PhD on weed impacts and restoration of native
areas from the University of Western Australia. He is currently
employed as a Senior Weeds Officer in the NSW National Parks
and Wildlife Service.

Keynote Speaker:
Dr Paul Gibson-Roy, Greening Australia
“Managing our natural environment.
What goals and can we achieve them?”
The management of our natural environment represents
huge challenges for society. In a complex and fast
moving world we try to balance our obligation to
preserve and protect our native flora
and fauna, while meeting the need to feed and
cloth large human populations, and to create
environments that are pleasant and productive places.
This presentation highlights some of the issues and
considerations surrounding this situation and some
positive recent developments in the restoration of
complex native communities.
Since 1998 Paul has been involved in research focusing
on the restoration of wildflower grasslands and grassy
woodlands. In 2004 he instigated the Greening
Australia and Melbourne University partnered ‘Grassy
Groundcover Research Project’ (GGRP). The GGRP sought
to develop methods that would allow restorationists
to reconstruct or enhance species-rich herbaceous
communities. Paul is actively involved with issues of
sustainability within the broader horticultural industry
and was a founding member of the industry-based NGO
Sustainable Gardening Australia. Paul is an Honorary
Fellow at the University of Melbourne and Vice President
of the Australian Network for Plant Conservation.
Jonathan Sanders, NSW National Parks & Wildlife
Service, Office of Environment & Heritage
As President of the Sydney Weeds Committees Inc. (SWC),
Jonathan will provide a background about the role of the
regional weeds advisory committees, and how they work

together under the umbrella organisation SWC. The aim is to
promote a strategic overview of weed management across the
region by identifying the highest priorities, pooling funding and
sharing expertise.
Since 2001 Jonathan has worked as an Area Manager for
the National Parks and Wildlife Service, in Western Sydney
and the Cumberland Plain. He maintains an active interest
in adaptive management and applied research into weed
control and ecological restoration. Jonathan has been actively
involved with the regional weeds advisory committees and
the formation of SWC.

Kate Low, Australian Association of Bush
Regenerators (AABR)
AABR promotes the study and practice of ecological restoration,
and fosters and encourages effective management of natural
areas by qualified people, based on sound ecological principles.
AABR has made substantial changes to its constitution in
2013. Kate will briefly outline AABR’s objectives, benefits of
membership, and the accreditation process.
Kate is a committee member of the AABR, and a Head Teacher,
Applied Environmental Management at TAFE NSW, Ryde Campus
(Northern Sydney Institute). Kate has worked in conservation and
land management and teaching for over 20 years.

Bryce Wilde, Natural Resources Commission (NRC)
Time to get serious: Review of weed management in NSW
This talk will outline the NRC’s draft findings and
recommendations for building on what is working while
addressing the current shortfalls in NSW weed management.
Bryce has 19 years experience in natural resource management,
public policy, strategic planning and organisational development.
He has been a manager at the Natural Resources Commission
since 2006 where he led the upgrading of Catchment Action
Plans, and a major review of the river red gum and woodland
forests in the Riverine bioregion.

Dr Stephen Johnson, Department of Primary Industries
Weeds – Way serious!
Declarations in Weed Control Order No. 30 of the Noxious
Weeds Act 1993 continue a decade of future proofing New
South Wales against weeds. Noxious Weeds (Weed Control)
Order 2014, strengthens efforts of willing members of the
State to achieve eradication, containment and management
of the states worst weeds to protect primary production,
environmental and community assets. The review of the
historical and new noxious plant declarations in NSW effectively
positions weed management in the state for the next phase of
legislative change under the NSW Biosecurity Act.
Stephen is employed by NSW Department of Primary Industries,
where he works as a weed ecologist and weed risk assessor.
He trained at the University of New England (UNE) as a botanist
and plant ecologist, and at Central Queensland University as
a crop agronomist. Dr Johnson is a senior lecturer (adjunct)
to Charles Sturt University.

Preventing and eradicating new incursions of weeds is
consistently identified as a high priority in weed management
strategies. There is often misunderstanding as to what
constitutes a new incursion. This talk will look at these issues
and some of the recent new weed incursions around Sydney.
Matt Springall has worked in bush regeneration and weed
control for 20 years with contractors, local government and
NSW NPWS. He recently worked with NPWS Pest and Ecological
Management Unit as the National Broom Coordinator for the
WoNS initiative. He is currently a ranger for NPWS Cumberland
Area based at Scheyville National Park.

Mel Hall, NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service
and Paul Marynissen, Wyong Council
Weeds of National Significance Asparagus Weed
Films Launch
In 2012, twelve new Weeds of National Significance were
announced, including the asparagus fern group. A number of
extension materials including Management Manuals and Guides
have been developed, and nine new videos by local filmmakers
John and Lyn Illingsworth promoting Asparagus Fern control.
Mel Hall will introduce the videos and Paul Marynissen will
give an insight into the challenges and benefits of controlling
asparagus fern.
Mel Hall is a Pest Management Officer for the NSW NPWS,
Metro North East Region. She started her career as a bush
regenerator, has been the Bushcare coordinator for Northern
Beaches Area and is currently responsible for overseeing pest
management in National Parks in north eastern Sydney.
Paul Marynissen is a horticulturist and became involved with
weeds in 1996. He has served as Noxious Weeds Officer
at Taree, Hornsby and Wyong Councils. He is currently the
Noxious Weeds and Pest Species Officer at Wyong Council.

Andrew McGahey, Total Earth Care Pty Ltd.
Control of Kudzu in sandy soils on the Nepean
River Flood Plain
The control of Kudzu (Pueraria lobata) in sandy soils on the
Nepean River Flood Plain with help from many stakeholders
will be the focus of this talk.
Andrew is the Director of TEC, with key roles in business
development, client liaison and project direction. As one of
the bushland management industry’s experienced professionals,
Andrew has pioneered innovative solutions and techniques
that are used in a wide spectrum of applications.

Robert Lester & Kayne Moreton, Deerubbin
Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC)
Weed Management from an Aboriginal Perspective
The LALC are managing 16,500 hectares of landholdings
in Western Sydney and training Aboriginal people in
Conservation and Land Management. This is a means of
caring for the landscape and has many benefits, such as
social, health and skilling people up. Other LALC’s are being
encouraged to get involved, and possibly set up a state
wide network, to share ideas, information and best
practice outcomes. The only way to stem this weed
onslaught is by working together.
Robert Lester, has been involved with the NSW Aboriginal
Land Rights System for over 30 years, he is a Wonnarua

man of the people of the Hunter Valley, and is passionate
about protecting the landscape and its environments for
future generations of all Australians.
Kayne Moreton has worked with the LALC at different
times for eighteen years, and is trained in identification
of Aboriginal material and there usage. He is passionate
about the protection of the landscape and has completed
Certificate IV in Conservation and Land Management.

Tegan Burton, NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service
Positive results through ‘remote’ long-term Bushcare
in Muogamarra Nature Reserve
At Muogamarra, in the late 1990’s, Peats Bight Bushcare kicked
off. This talk will outline the program’s basic model, our great
wins, the challenges of working with volunteers and how
we’ve overcome them.
Tegan Burton has been working for the NSW National Parks
& Wildlife Service since 1997 and the Ranger for Muogamarra
for the past 13 years. She enjoys working with plants, heritage
(indigenous and historic), and seeing great results through
working with the community.

Jim Casimir, Warringah Council
Bushcare in Warringah – the people and the places
In the past 20 years, up to 300 volunteers have been involved in
Warringah Council’s Bushcare program. Each site has a unique
story, with the different weeds, volunteers, neighbours, Council’s
management style and unpredictable events. There are successes
and failures, but overall a sense that Bushcare is a great part of
our community and for the environment.
Jim Casimir enjoys being in the bush and has an interest in
the natural world. He has worked in plant nurseries and bush
regeneration. Jim is Environment Officer Community Projects
with Warringah Council and has been involved with Bushcare
for 20 years.

ACTIVITIES IN THE LOBBY
Victoria Ikutegbe, PhD Candidate, Australian
Centre for Cultural Environmental Research
University of Wollongong
‘Getting to the ‘root’ of the problem: invasive
garden plants and horticultural networks’
Victoria will be conducting interviews with delegates
as part of her PhD research.

Purpose of the Research
This project aims to examine the networks and interactions
that contribute to the perpetuation of garden escapes.
It involves social science researchers from the Australian
Centre for Cultural Environmental Research based at the
University of Wollongong.

PittwaterEcowarriers – Weeds of National
Significance video viewing
John and Lyn Illingsworth are Pittwater residents,
Ecowarriors volunteers and filmmakers. PittwaterEcowarriors
have partnered with John and Lyn to produce a series of
excellent resource videos on dealing with invasive species.
The videos show weed control techniques for a range
of bushland weeds. These videos on Weeds of National
Significance (WoNS) can be found on You Tube at http://
www.weeds.org.au/wons/asparagusweeds.

