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Introduction
Declarations in Weed Control Order No. 30 of the Noxious
Weeds Act 1993 continue a decade of future proofing New
South Wales against weeds.
Now known as Noxious Weeds (Weed Control) Order 2014,
the Order strengthens efforts of willing members of the
State to achieve eradication, containment and management
of the states worst weeds.
This is to protect primary production, environmental and
community assets.
Paper mulberry
(Broussonetia papyrifera ). Used for fibre, food,
and shelter/ornamental
Pics: thanks FNC Weeds

What this talk will cover
Background on the NSW WRM system.
The most recent review of weed declarations.
The declaration process (briefly).
Why declare a plant noxious? (Externalities).
Some overall outputs from the Order 30 review.
Focus on Sydney and on bushland regeneration.
Pictures focus on newly naturalising species (+/- declared).
N.B. Matt Springall and others will have more information on some of these.
Persicaria chinensis (Chinese knotweed) herbal;
Iris virginica (blue flag) aquatic ornamental;
Iris foetidissima (stinking iris) ornamental;
(left to right)ornamental.

Background
Since 2006, plants proposed for declaration as noxious have been
assessed using the NSW Weed Risk Management (WRM) system, not
only an Australian and New Zealand standard, but also international
best-practice.
No review has suggested problems with the system, including, but not
limited to the following:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
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Review of weed declarations
In 2010, NSW DPI started a process to review all historical
and new weed declarations.
This was followed by training Local Government staff and
other stakeholders, and then inviting Local Government to
review their Class 4 (Locally Controlled) weeds the
following year.
This process involved extensive consultation,
including, but not limited to
– Local government within the community; and
– NSW DPI with Local Government.
The second phase mentioned above largely occurred
between 2011-2013 and resulted in 90% mutual agreement
Ornamental banana
of outcomes (Johnson and Downey 2011).
(Musa spp.)
Johnson, S.B. and Downey P.O. (2011). Strategic use of weed legislation to limit the spread of weeds in New South Wales.
Proceedings of the 16th Biennial NSW weeds conference, Coffs Harbour. (NSW DPI, Orange).

FNC weeds

The declaration process
The declaration process is guided by extensive
policy and procedure.
For example (and not limited to):
Policy O-067 “Declaration of noxious weeds”
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/287915/o067-declaration-nox-weeds.pdf

Policy O-063 “Role and method of operation of the NWAC”
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/285311/o063-role-NWAC.pdf

Procedure…http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/wrm-system
Johnson, S.B. (2009). New South Wales Weed Risk Management System.
Background Information. Industry and Investment New South Wales, Orange. 54 pp.
Johnson, S.B. (2009). New South Wales Weed Risk Management System.
Instruction Book. Industry and Investment New South Wales, Orange. 90 pp.

…and at least one summary at

Johnson, S.B. and Lisle, S.D. (2009). The Noxious Weeds declaration process and the NSW Weed Risk
Management System. What does this mean for you? Proceedings of the 15th Biennial NSW weeds conference,
Narrabri. (I&I NSW, Orange).

Why declare a plant noxious?
Problem of weed spread

Weed spread creates

Externalities

External Costs
- the actions of individuals
impose uncompensated
rd
costs on 3 parties
Drought tolerant ornamentals such as
Mesembryanthemum guerichianum (left) and
Orbea variegata (right)

The Fukushima Nuclear plant disaster has impacted on
surrounding residents, businesses, the environment and even
other countries. Much of the cost to 3rd parties will not be
compensated.

If there are no externalities, the use of legislation should be questioned.

Outputs of/from the Order 30 review
Format of Order substantially revised and now shorter (in line with
departmental guidelines).
Over 60% of the 3580 declarations were altered in some way (mostly
new, declaration and nomenclature changes; this excludes control
measure wording changes).
New declarations (not declared before):
– Class 1 (2);
– Class 2 (7);
– Class 3 (6);
– Class 4 (6); and
– Class 5 (1).
Does not include new declarations
LHI = 34 (5/25/4 spp. in CC2/3/4
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides
respectively).
Aquatic ornamental

More outputs from the Order 30 review
The 12 new WoNS, i.e. African boxthorn, asparagus
weeds, bellyache bush, broom species, cat’s claw creeper,
fireweed, gamba grass, Madeira vine, the Opuntoid cacti,
sagittaria, silver-leaf nightshade and water hyacinth are all
banned from trade and distribution across the state (many
are also declared across the state).
Many new declarations made in areas where DPI and LCAs
have jointly decided highest risk is…..
Centaurea cineraria
(Velvet Centaurea or
‘Dusty Miller’).
Drought tolerant ornamental.

In Sydney, and to aid bushland regen.
Class 2 – new decs of Asparagus virgatus,
A. falcatus, A. macowanii, and paper mulberry.
Class 2 – expansion of decs incl. for broad-leaf
pepper tree, Asparagus africanus, Hygrophila
costata and kudzu.
Class 3 – expansion of decs incl. for Coolatai
grass, groundsel bush, honey locust,
Montpellier/Cape broom, pampas grass and
yellow bells.

Genista tinctoria (Dyer’s broom)
Dye and ornamental?

More in Sydney….all and parts….
Class 4 – new decs (in parts) of corky passionfruit, dolichos
pea, Indian hawthorn, Japanese honeysuckle and jasmine.
Class 4 – expansion of decs incl. African olive, balloon vine,
cat’s claw creeper, Chinese celtis, Coolatai grass,
Asparagus aethiopicus, Madeira vine, moth vine, tussock
paspalum and yellow bells.

Conflict species – food plants that are becoming weedy across NSW
Cherry Guava – LHI Passionfruit – E NSW Taro – Mid North coast

Wrapping up
Over 40 new species that are targets for eradication and containment
across regions of, or all the state, and multiple new listings of existing
declared species in new areas to aid in effective containment.
Importantly, the new declarations will not, in many cases, require
significant additional resourcing because they aim to:
– (i) raise awareness of the weed species in areas where they are
absent or scarce, and
– (ii) ensure that suppression and monitoring occurs in areas with low
densities.
Further, newly added and revised declarations, largely lead by local
government, aim to better tailor existing resources to manage and
protect significant assets. These more comprehensive and strategic
approaches will have direct benefits for all stakeholders.
The review of the historical and new noxious plant declarations in NSW
as outlined in Noxious Weeds (Weed Control) Order 2014 effectively
positions weed management in the state for the next phase of
legislative change when it comes, under the NSW Biosecurity Act.

NSW DPI will continue to:
as the lead agency in NSW, manage weeds to the best of our ability, in
collaboration with all stakeholders;
continue to work with the Australian government to prevent new weeds
from entering the state;
continue to work with all stakeholders to eradicate, contain and manage
weeds so that primary production, the environment, the community, and
the heritage/culture of all peoples is protected and enhanced;
continue to pursue best-practice legislative, policy, process and
financial management of weed management in the state;
importantly work with NSW OEH to risk assess and manage weeds
strategically, regardless of jurisdiction; and
for me personally, I will continue to extend the immense respect I have
for weed officers and weed managers as you confront these
challenges, seriously, with us.

Who I am
Dr Stephen Johnson is employed by NSW DPI in Orange, where he
has worked as a weed ecologist, weed risk assessor and policy officer
for the past 9 years.
He trained at the University of New England (UNE) as a botanist and
plant ecologist, and at Central Queensland University as a crop
agronomist. Before his current job, Stephen worked as a research
scientist for 11 years and has experience in irrigated and dryland
cropping systems, and high and low rainfall grazing systems.
He has consulted for the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organisation, is a former President of the Weed Society of NSW and is
a current member of the National Weed Risk Management forum.
He is a senior lecturer (adjunct) to Charles Sturt University and has also
lectured at UNE.
He is the Managing Editor of the Australian-based International journal
Plant Protection Quarterly and is an author of more than 125
publications, including journal and conference papers, extension and
industry publications.
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