
Broad Leaf Privet
Ligustrum lucidum

What does it look like?
•  Broad-leaf privet grows as an evergreen shrub or small 

tree to a height of 4–10m.
•  Leaves are oval with a pointed tip, up to 13cm long, dark, 

glossy, green with a paler, dull under-surface
•  Cream or white tubular flowers with four petal-like lobes 

occur in branched clusters – each flower is 3.5–6mm 
long. Flowers have a sickly sweet fragrance

•  Berries are 9mm long and 12mm in diameter, and are 
green when young, turning red through to blue to glossy 
or purplish-black as they ripen. Berries usually contain 
two oval-shaped ribbed seeds, 5mm long.

Where does it grow?
Both broad and small-leaf privet seedlings can tolerate 
very low light levels, allowing them to persist beneath 
dense canopies of vegetation. Broad-leaf privet prefers 
creeks, gullies and drainage lines, but seedlings are able 
to establish in drier areas if run-off water is temporarily 
available.

How does it spread?
Seed is spread deep into bushland by fruit-eating 
birds, both native and exotic, and is also washed down 
waterways, producing prodigious numbers of rapidly-
growing seedlings.

 

How does it affect the environment?
Privets are considered to be serious environmental weeds 
throughout Australia. Infestations threaten biodiversity, 
including endangered plant and animal species and 
ecological communities. Dense stands of privet prevent 
other vegetation surviving or establishing. Broad-leaf 
privet invades ecosystems including subtropical and 
coastal rainforests, rainforest margins, warm-temperate 
and dry rainforest, wet and dry eucalypt forests, grassy 
woodlands, grasslands and riparian vegetation.
It is reported that privet pollen causes allergic reactions 
and hay fever. It is unlikely that the pollen of privet is 
strongly allergenic; however, cross-reactivity can occur 
where people who are sensitive to grass pollen can 
become sensitive to privet, producing allergic reactions

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


