
Castor Oil Plant
Ricinus communis

What does it look like?
•  Scraggly branching perennial shrub to 3m high.
•  The branches are distinctively hollow when snapped and 

covered in a flaky bark.
•  Large, glossy, palm-like leaves (10-60cm across) are 

widely spaced on the branches and attached off-centre.
•  The flowers are crowded in stout, erect spikes in the 

forks of the upper branches.
•  Fruits about 2.5cm across are covered with soft green or 

red spines.

Where does it grow?
Introduced to Australia and noted in records in 1803, it 
now grows in all states except Tasmania. Widespread 
and common in wasteland. Seedlings and juveniles grow 
rapidly. It is often abundant along watercourses and 
floodplains, disturbed or waste land, and roadsides. It may 
be common locally after heavy rains or floods.

How does it spread?
Seed is ejected explosively for several metres, and can be 
spread in water, and in contaminated soil, or by slashing.

How does it affect the environment?
Seeds contain the toxin ricin. Toxicity to stock differs 
with the animal. Humans are sensitive to the toxin and 
ingesting just a few seeds ingested may be fatal.

 

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au

!!WARNING!!
Ingestion of seeds may cause a burning sensation in 
the mouth or throat, severe gastro-intestinal irritation 
with vomiting, diarrhoea and bleeding. Symptoms may 
be delayed hours to days after ingestion. Liver damage 
and life threatening poisoning can occur. Respiratory 
and eye irritation may result from close proximity to the 
plant, particularly when blooming.
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


