
Lantana
Lantana spp.

What does it look like?
•  Many branched, thicket-forming shrub, 2-4m tall
•  The woody stems are square in cross-section and hairy 

when young but become cylindrical and up to 150mm 
thick with age

•  Tear-shaped leaves occur in opposing pairs along the 
stem. The leaves are rough and finely hairy and emit a 
pungent odour when crushed

•  Each flower head is made up of 20-40 flowers, ranging 
in colour from white, cream or yellow to orange, pink, 
purple and red

•  The fruit has many berries, which ripen from green to 
shiny purple-black and contain a single pale seed

Where does it grow?
Lantana is found in widely differing climatic and geographic 
areas from tropical, subtropical to temperate climates. It 
does not tolerate salty or dry soils, waterlogging or low 
temperatures (<5ºC). It thrives on rich, organic soils but 
also grows on well-drained clay and basalt soils. Sandy 
soils tend to dry out too rapidly for lantana unless soil 
moisture is continually replenished but lantana can 
withstand extended periods of drought by dropping leaves 
to conserve water. It has been reported at altitudes up to 
1000m in Queensland.

How does it spread?
Lantana spreads in two ways. Layering is a form of 
vegetative reproduction where stems send roots into the 
soil, allowing it to quickly form very dense stands and 
spread short distances. Also, birds and other animals such 
as foxes consume and pass the seed in their droppings, 
potentially spreading it over quite large distances. The 
germination rate of fresh seed is generally low, but 
improves after being digested.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


