
Leafy Elodea
Egeria densa

What does it look like?
•  The leaves are oval- to oblong-shaped, generally 1.5–

4cm long, 2–5mm wide, and found in groups (whorls) of 
4–5 at the stem nodes.

•  Lower stem leaves may be opposite or in whorls of 3, 
while the middle and upper leaves can grow in whorls of 
4 to 8. Very fine teeth, only visible by a hand lens, are 
found along the leaf margins.

•  The freshwater plant has cylindrical stems that grow up 
to 1.5m long (occasionally up to 5m). Stems take root at 
the lower nodes but float for most of their length.

•  The white flowers (1.2–2cm wide) are found at the 
water surface on stems up to 8cm long. These flowers 
have three large petals centred by a cluster of generally 
nine yellow anthers. Male and female flowers grow on 
separate plants, although only male plants have been 
found in Australia.

•  Leafy elodea has a number of common names including 
dense waterweed, elodea, egeria and Brazilian elodea.

How does it spread?
The plant spreads when stem pieces break from the main 
plant. This occurs easily from actions such as boat wash 
and mechanical harvesting, but also from natural means. 
The plant is spread from site to site through movement of 
plant fragments, both deliberate and accidental. Fragments 
caught on boat trailers, fish traps or other equipment can 

survive long enough to cause a new infestation when 
equipment re-enters water. The plant has also been 
deliberately planted for commercial harvesting purposes.

How does it affect the environment?
Leafy elodea is a submerged aquatic perennial plant that 
thrives in shallow, nutrient-rich, slow-moving or stationary 
water to depths of around seven metres. More cold tolerant 
than many other aquatic weeds, it thrives in southern 
Australia. Leafy elodea was traded as an aquarium and 
pond plant. Unfortunately, it has escaped and causes 
problems including restricting water flow, increasing 
siltation, reducing aquatic plant and animal biodiversity, 
and interfering with swimming, boating and fishing.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


