
Pampas Grass / Pink Pampas Grass
Cortaderia selloana / Cortaderia jubata

What does it look like?
•  Pampas grass is a robust, long-lived perennial plant. It 

generally takes the form of a large tussock, approximately 
1–1.5m across

•  Grows to a height of two to three metres with flower 
heads up to six metres.

•  The leaves are long and thin with very sharp edges and 
are bluish green above and dark green below.

•  Flower heads are cream, white or pink in colour, 
depending on species.

Where does it grow?
Pampas grass is found in a variety of locations and will 
readily invade pristine bushland although it prefers open, 
sunny conditions and does especially well in wetter 
conditions. It occurs initially as a weed mainly in disturbed 
areas, following this initial infestation seed is spread into 
bushland areas.

How does it spread?
Cortaderia selloana (common pampas grass), the most 
common species in NSW, is gynodioecious. That means 
there are separate female and hermaphrodite or bisexual 
plants.
 Cortaderia jubata (pink pampas grass) plants are always 
female and apomictic. That is, they can reproduce without 
the need for fertilisation

Individual plants have the ability to produce vast quantities 
of wind borne seed – up to 100,000 per flower head – 
which can infest areas within a 25km radius. 

How does it affect the environment?
Due to the enormous quantities of seed produced and 
distance of seed dispersal pampas grass has become 
a major weed, particularly in urban bushland. Individual 
plants form dense clumps several metres across and 
forming dense infestations. Established plants are very 
competitive and will exclude natural plant communities. 
Pampas Grass also produces large quantities of flammable 
material increasing bushfire hazard and fire control costs.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


