
Tussock Paspalum
Paspalum quadrifarum

What does it look like?
•  A blue/green grass that grows in large clumps or tussocks 

up to one square metre high and round
•  The seed head extends another metre above the leaves 

and is quite similar to the other weedy paspalum except 
that it is lighter in colour and has more seeds

•  It appears to flower and produce seed at least twice a 
year

Where does it grow?
Tussock paspalum is often found alongside tracks, roads, 
streams, wetlands and drains and generally prefers 
neglected land of low fertility.

How does it spread?
Tussock paspalum has the ability to spread rapidly, and 
form dense infestations within a few years. This plant can 
spread both vegetatively, through the underground growth 
of rhizomes that send up suckers, forming new tussocks 
and by the many seeds dropped around the parent plant. 
Seeds are spread by water, on clothing, the fur of animals, 
mud on boots, vehicle tyres and mowing machinery.

How does it affect the environment?
Paspalum is a highly invasive plant able to establish on 
edges and spread into bushland. Once established, the 
weed has the ability to form extremely dense infestations 
that out-competes all other vegetation. Removal of the 
plant is time-consuming and almost always requires 
follow-up treatment.

Reference and controls
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the annual Noxious and 
Environmental Weed Control Handbook (found on the DPI 
website). The most appropriate weed control methods 
should always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority (local council or county council).

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au 
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is declared noxious in many local councils across Sydney.
Always check the declaration and control requirements for your own local council area at
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed


