
Technical subcommittee recommendations - Strategic responses for proposed amendments to Greater Sydney RSWMP  

Regional Priority Weed Objective – ERADICATION:  
The following weeds are present in limited distribution and abundance. Elimination of the biosecurity risk posed by these weeds is a reasonably practical objective.   

Outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the GBD Strategic response in the region 

Groundsel bush - Baccharis halimifolia 

 The plant is eradicated from the land and the land is kept free of the plant. 

 Local Control Authority is notified if the plant is found on the land. 

 The plant or parts of the plant are not traded, carried, grown or released into 
the environment. 

 

 Destruction of all infestations where feasible. 

 Manage in accordance with New Weed Incursion Plan. 

 Detailed surveillance and mapping to locate all infestations. 

 Implement quarantine and/or hygiene controls 

 

 

Regional Priority Weeds objective – CONTAINMENT:  

Land area where requirements apply 
Outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the 

GBD 
Strategic response in the region 

Asparagus fern - Asparagus virgatus 

An exclusion zone is established for the 
whole of the region except Central Coast 
local government area. Central Coast local 
government area is classified as the core 
infestation area. 

Whole region: 

 Land managers mitigate the risk of the plant being 
introduced to their land. 

 The plant or parts of the plant are not traded, carried, 
grown or released into the environment. 

 Local Control Authority is notified if the plant is found 
on the land. 

Within Exclusion zone: 

 The plant is eradicated from the land and the land is 
kept free of the plant. 

Within Core infestation: 

 Land managers prevent spread from their land where 
feasible. 

 Land managers reduce the impact on priority assets. 

 Destruction of all infestations, where feasible. 

 Monitor change in current distribution to ensure containment of spread. 
 

  



 

Regional Priority Weeds objective – CONTAINMENT:  

Land area where requirements apply 
Outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the 

GBD 
Strategic response in the region 

Tiger Pear - Opuntia aurantiaca 

An exclusion zone is established for the 
whole of the region except Blacktown and 
Wollondilly local government areas.  
Blacktown and Wollondilly local 
government areas are classified as the 
core infestation area. 

Whole region: 

 Land managers prevent spread from their land where 
feasible. 

 Local Control Authority is notified if the plant is found 
on the land. 

Within Exclusion zone: 

 The plant is eradicated from the land and the land is 
kept free of the plant. 

Within Core infestation: 

 Land managers mitigate the risk of the plant being 
introduced to their land.  

 Land managers reduce the impact on priority assets. 
 
The following legislative requirement also applies: 
Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 33): A person 
must not move, import into the State or sell. 

 Destruction of all infestations, where feasible. 

 Monitor change in current distribution to ensure containment of spread. 
 

African olive - Olea europaea subsp. cuspidata 

An exclusion zone is established for all 
lands in the Blue Mountains local 
government area and lands to the west of 
the Nepean River in the Penrith local 
government area. The remainder of the 
region is classified as the core infestation 
area. 

Whole region: 

 The plant or parts of the plant are not traded, carried, 
grown or released into the environment. 

Within Exclusion zone: 

 The plant is eradicated from the land and the land is 
kept free of the plant. 

Within Core infestation: 

 Land managers prevent spread from their land where 
feasible. 

 Land managers reduce the impact on priority assets. 
 

Whole region: 

 Implement quarantine and/or hygiene protocols. 

 Surveillance and mapping to locate all infested properties and maintain 
currency of exclusion zone and objectives. 

 Monitor change in current distribution to ensure containment of spread.  
Within Exclusion zone: 

 Destruction of all infestations, aiming at local eradication where feasible 
Within Core infestation: 

 Identify priority assets for targeted management. 

 

  



 

Regional Priority Weed Objective – ASSET PROTECTION:  
 

Outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the GBD Strategic response in the region 

Pampas grass – Cortaderia spp. 

 Land managers mitigate the risk of the plant being introduced to their land.  

 Land managers prevent spread from their land where feasible. 

 Land managers reduce the impact on priority assets. 

 The plant or parts of the plant are not traded, carried, grown or released into 
the environment. 

 The plant should be fully and continuously suppressed and destroyed. 

 Identify priority assets for targeted management  

 


