
Creeping Jenny 
Lysimachia nummularia
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Seen this plant?

Also known as:                                               
Creeping Loosestrife, Herb Twopence, Twopenny 
Grass, Creeping Penny, Wandering Jenny, 
Creeping Charlie, Yellow Myrtle, Moneywort.

How could this plant affect us?
It has the potential to be an invasive weed that 
can form monocultures, particularly in wetland 
and other damp habitats.

Under favourable conditions, it can spread 
rapidly as a groundcover and form dense mats 
that crowd out or outcompete native species, 
and reduce biodiversity. 

Although not a weed in NSW, it is included in 
national and international weed lists and has 
been identified as a sleeper weed. 

Seen it? Call us:

 GREATER SYDNEY



Where are you likely to find it?

Grows in full sun to part shade on the margins of 
water bodies, on stream and river banks, wet 
ground, floodplains, in wetlands, forests, wet 
meadows, ditches; also in lawns, parks, ponds, 
pastures, yards and waste ground. Tolerates tidal 
inundation.

This species has been traded by the nursery 
industry and is a potential garden escape. It was 
recently detected growing by a stormwater drain 
outlet on the Central Coast LGA.
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What does it look like?

It is a fast-growing creeping, perennial herb. The 
stems are prostrate and root at nodes. Flowers 
are yellow and cup-shaped and appear mostly in 
summer. The leaves are rounded and held in 
opposite positions on the trailing stems. Leaves 
have a length and width of 10-25mm. 

How is it spread?

It spreads vegetatively and has the potential to be 
distributed to other wetland habitats via 
fragmentation within waterways during heavy 
rainfall events.
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