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Priority Weed Photo Guide  

The information for this guide was extracted from the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed 

Management Plan (2017 – 2022). The plan outlines the local requirements of the Biosecurity Act 2015 

(which has recently replaced the Noxious Weeds Act). 
Note: Guide should be used for fieldwork only (not to be published due to lack of references for images).  

 

 

 

Contents  
Diagram: Stages of Invasion……………………………………………………………………….……………………………..…….. 2 

Definitions ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....……… 3 

AQUATICS ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… 5-10 

FORBS ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…. 11-15 

ASPARAGUS …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….... 16-17 

GRASSES …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……… 18- 19 

CLIMBERS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 20-21 

TRESS …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….. 22-23 

SHRUBS ………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………….. 24-28 

CACTI …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 28 

Trees and Shrubs Assets Protection…………………………..…………………………………………………………………… 29 

Table of Asset Protection Weeds (State)………………………………………………………………………………………… 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram 1 Stages of Weed Invasion  
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Definitions  

State priority Weeds Objective Prevention= PROHIBITED MATTER  
Weeds under this objective are currently not found in the state. They pose a significant biosecurity risk and 

prevention of the biosecurity risk is a reasonably practical objective. A person who deals with any biosecurity matter 

that is Prohibited Matter throughout the State is guilty of an offence Response guided by New Weed Incursion Plan 

(quarantine/hygiene protocols, high risk analysis etc.) 

State priority weeds Objective Eradication= CONTROL ORDER 
Weeds under this objective are present in limited distribution and abundance in some parts of the state. Elimination 

of the biosecurity risk posed by these weeds is a reasonably practical objective. Manage in accordance with New 

Weed Incursion Plan 

State Priority Weed Objective Containment 
Weeds under this objective are widely distributed in some parts of the state. While broad scale elimination is not 

practicable, minimisation of the biosecurity risk posed these weeds is reasonably practicable. Biosecurity zones are 

established for these weeds.  In the biosecurity zones the following response needs to be followed (a) if the weed is 

part of a new infestation of the weed on the land, notify the local control authority for the land as soon as 

practicable in accordance with Part 6, and (b) eradicate the weed or, if that is not practicable, destroy as much of the 

weed as is practicable and suppress the spread of any remaining weed. 

State Priority Weed Objective Asset Protection  
Weeds under this objective are widely distributed in some areas of the State. As Weeds of National Significance, 

their spread must be minimised to protect priority assets. 

Regional Priority Weed Objective Prevention  
Weeds under this objective are currently not found in the Greater Sydney region, pose significant biosecurity risk 

and prevention of the biosecurity risk posed by these weeds is a reasonably practical objective 

Outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the GBD 
• The plant is eradicated from the land and the land is kept free of the plant. 
• Land managers mitigate the risk of the plant being introduced to their land. 
• The plant or parts of the plant are not traded, carried, grown or released into the environment. 
• Local Control Authority is notified if the plant is found on the land 
 
Strategic response in the region 
• Implement quarantine and/or hygiene protocols 
• Undertake high risk sites & pathways analysis to identify potential introduction areas and preventative options 
• Have a collaborative rapid response protocol in place 
 

Regional Priority Weed Objective Eradication  
Weeds under this objective are present in limited distribution and abundance. Elimination of the biosecurity risk 
posed by these weeds is a reasonably  
Strategic response in the region 
• Destruction of all infestations where feasible. 
• Manage in accordance with New Weed Incursion Plan. 
• Detailed surveillance and mapping to locate all infestations 
 

Regional Priority Weed Objective Containment 
These weeds are widely distributed in the region. While broad scale elimination is not practicable, minimisation of 

the biosecurity risk posed by these weeds is reasonably practicable. Exclusion zones have been established to 

prevent further spread. 

Outcomes to demonstrate compliance with the GBD 

Whole region: 
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• The plant or parts of the plant are not traded, carried, grown or released into the environment. 

Within Exclusion zone: 

• The plant is eradicated from the land and the land is kept free of the plant. 

Within Core infestation: 

• Land managers prevent spread from their land where feasible. 

• Land managers reduce the impact on priority assets. 

 
Strategic response in the region 

Whole region: 

• Implement quarantine and/or hygiene protocols. 

• Surveillance and mapping to locate all infested properties and maintain currency of exclusion zone and objectives. 

• Monitor change in current distribution to ensure containment of spread. 

Within Exclusion zone: 

• Destruction of all infestations, aiming at local eradication where feasible Within Core infestation: 

• Identify priority assets for targeted management. 

 

Regional Priority Weed Objective Asset Protection  
Weeds under this objective are widely distributed in the Greater Sydney region. As Weeds of National Significance, 

their spread must be minimised to protect priority assets. 
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State Priority Weed Objective- PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI)    

Aquatics  
Anchored water hyacinth (Eichhornia azurea)- slender non inflated leaf stalks  

 

 
 
 

 

 
Hydrocotyl (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides)-leaves alternated, kidney-shaped 

 
 

 
 

Lagarosiphon (Lagarosiphon major)- leaves occur in alternate spirals along the stem 

 

 

 
 

Frogbit (Limnobium laevigatum)- smooth, rounded, fleshy green leaves with sponge-like 
sections on their undersides, plants float on water  

 

  
 

 

  

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/113?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/127?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/23?NoWeeds=5
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/25?NoWeeds=5
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/308?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/2536?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/2589?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/2588?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/812?NoWeeds=7
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI)   

Aquatics     
Eurasian water milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum)- stems reddish-brown to whitish-pink, branch 
profusely near the surface to form a dense canopymexican feather 

 

 

 

Water soldier (Stratiotes aloides)- submerged plant except in summer when it rises to the water 
surface to flower 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Water caltrop (Trapa species)- two types of leaves, submerged feather like, floating saw toothed 
oval to triangular in a rosette 

  

 

 

 
 

Yellow burrhead (Limnocharis flava)-stems green, triangular and fleshy, leaves with 11–15 
parallel veins 

  

 

  

 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/911?NoWeeds=4
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/912?NoWeeds=4
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/910?NoWeeds=4
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjc2c_zhbPkAhXRe30KHRjxCo4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/water-soldiers&psig=AOvVaw15JDrPvaTI73QZwOOnvF3G&ust=1567544883237867
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/346?NoWeeds=3
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=d17yBycV&id=44FA71E2E942AB5F5098BF616D5CB62B2383791C&thid=OIP.d17yBycVeCa7Sbx-HOZ1twHaE8&mediaurl=https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/limnocharis_flava/limnocharisflava4sb.jpg&exph=600&expw=900&q=limnocharis+flava&simid=608007483588346094&selectedIndex=4
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj6tqfHjNfkAhXIF3IKHcgrCXgQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/eddingrid/37112220566&psig=AOvVaw2Jj-vKFBzt2rl6MQxqVuqw&ust=1568783583852742
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION  (GBD)           Aquatics 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Hymenachne (Hymenachne amplexicaulis 
and hybrids) 

 tropics of South and Central 
America 

 semi-aquatic perennial grass 

 Stems are up to 2.5 m tall, contain 
white pith and are hairless 

 Leaves with light-coloured veins 
and hairy edges,  base of the leaf 
blade is slightly heart-shaped and 
clasped around the stem 

Water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) 

 Asia, Africa, America 

 Free floating  

 looks like an open head of lettuce 

 up to 15 cm tall and 30 cm wide 

 Mother and daughter plants are 
attached by stolons 

Water star grass (Heteranthera  
zosterifolia)  

 usually rooted in mud and often 
form very long running stems with 
widely spaced leaves 

 sometimes also be found floating 
near the water surface 

 Submerged leaves are stalkless. up 
to 5cm long and 7 mm wide, 
pointed tips, emergent leaves 
narrowly oval in shape (about 4 cm 
long) with rounded tips and borne 
on stalks up to 8 cm long. 

East Indian hygrophila (Hygrophila 
polysperma) 

 South East Asia 

 can grow in water up to 3 metres 
deep 

 stems grow both above and below 
the water, emergent once squarish 
in cross-section and slightly hairy 

 leaves bright green to brown or 
reddish, hairy, in opposite pairs  

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/477?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/29?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/474?NoWeeds=7
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION (GBD)             Aquatics 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hygrophila (Hygrophila costata)  

 South America  

 Perennial aquatic 

 grows up to 1.5 m high in shallow 
water, forming mats of dense growth 
around the margins of freshwater 
lakes, rivers and watercourses 

 small (10mm) white flowers 
 hairy leaves with prominent veins and 

distinct midrib  

 upper stems 4 angled unbranched may 
be red or purplish  

Kidney-leaf mud plantain (Heteranthera 
reniformis)  

 America  

 sprawling annual or perennial aquatic 
plant, floating or emerging above the 
water 

 Leaves are kidney-shaped, alternate , 
bright green and glossy, up to 5 cm 
wide 

 Glowers on spike,  2–8 flowers. 6 
white-to-pale blue petals. Flowers 
open a few hours after sunrise, wilting 
by early afternoon 

Alligator Weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides)  
Containment under legislation but due to low 
abundance in the shire aim for ERADICATION 
• South America, Argentina and adjacent 
countries 

 summer growing perennial herb 
• Reproduction vegetative, regrowth from any 
stem or root node.  
•  small white papery flower heads  
• Opposite leaves, shiny, spear-shaped, sessile , 
2–7 cm long and 1–2 cm wide. 
•The plant forms dense mats of interwoven 
creeping and layering stem 
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION (GBD)             Aquatics 
  

 

  

Salvinia (Salvinia molesta) 
ERDIDACATION apart from Georges river 
tributaries 

 native to brazil  

 floating plant  
  round-to-oval in shape, with dense, waxy 

hairs on the upper surface 

Water poppy (Hydrocleys nymphoides) 
Core infestation but we want to eradicate  

 Central and South America 

 perennial aquatic, still to slow moving 
water bodies 

 Leaves heart-shaped to round, shiny, dark 
green up tpo 12cm, float or emerge above 
water.   

 Stems can be up to several metres long. 

  Flowers are three-petalled, yellow, poppy-
like, with a brownish-to-purple centre.  

Ludwigia (Ludwigia peruviana) 
Listed under containment we treat it as 
eradication 

 Leaves alternate, egg to oval shaped 
with pointed tip, hairy, prominent 
veins  

 Stem hairy when young, dark green to 
brownish in colour, branched 

 Yellow flower, 4 petals, 4 green petals 
 Fruit is a redish brown capsule that 

contains thopusands of seeds  

Long-leaf willow primrose (Ludwigia 
longifolia) NOTE only listed in 
Appendix2 

 Up to 3m tall 

 Long thin leaves  

 Red, narrow 4-angled stems  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwidzK6FgobkAhWMuY8KHeZUD9EQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Hydrocleys-nymphoides-a-open-flower-b-flower-in-profile-c-adult-leaf-adaxial_fig1_329266780&psig=AOvVaw0IwAUuzKRPUWCb45O97N5q&ust=1565997622850916
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/658?NoWeeds=8
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/304?NoWeeds=3
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/542?NoWeeds=10
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Regional Priority Weed Objective -ASSET PROTECTION (GBD)      Aquatics 
Senegal tea plant (Gymnocoronis spilanthoides) CONTAINMENT: Exclusion Zone, eradicate  

 

   
Cabomba (Cabomba caroliniana) 

 

 

 

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)- 

 
 

 
 

 

  

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/229?NoWeeds=5
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/664?NoWeeds=10
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/670?NoWeeds=10
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/61?NoWeeds=11
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiKuY2yjIbkAhULY48KHUBWBMAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/video/clip-1013477147-eichhornia-crassipes-common-water-hyacinth-aquatic-plant&psig=AOvVaw0v9LoF2axt3RMeRnHy9G3J&ust=1566000434872539
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION       Forbs 

(PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI)    
Spotted  knapweed (Centaurea stoebe subsp.australis)- similar to thistle, but they have no spines 

on their leaves 

 
 

 

Black knapweed (Centaureax mocktonii) 

 

  
Hawkweeds (Hieracium species)- similar appearance to dandelion or flatweed, flowers are yellow 
orange or red   

  
 
 

 

 
Broomrapes (Orobanche species) agricultural- contain no chlorophyll and only the flowering stem 
can be seen above the ground 

 

 
 

 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/336?NoWeeds=3
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/337?NoWeeds=3
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/1400?NoWeeds=3
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/298?NoWeeds=8
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/290?NoWeeds=8
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/301?NoWeeds=8
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/151?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/1141?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/219?NoWeeds=6
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION       Forbs 

(PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI)    
Witchweeds (Striga species)- agricultural parasitic herbs of maize, millet, rice, sugarcane, 
sorghum and legume crops. 

  

 

Parthenium weed (Parthenium hysterophorus)- agricultural and roadsides, deeply-lobed leaves, 
alternate, pale green and covered with soft, fine hair 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

State Priority Weed Objective- Eradication (Control Order)    Forbs 
Chinese violet (Asystasia gangetica subsp. micrantha), perennial creeper, leaves scattered hairs, in pairs, 
oval to triangular, paler beneath  
 

 

  

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/2592?NoWeeds=9
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/6?NoWeeds=9
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/596?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/1396?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/589?NoWeeds=7
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION  (GBD)     Forbs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nodding thistle (Carduus nutans subsp. 
nutans) 
Regional Recommended Measure  

 Europe, Asia Minor and North 
Africa 

 annual or biennial herb growing to 
1.6 m high 

 leaves are dark, shiny green and 
often have a whitish mid-vein, 
deeply lobed when older  

 pink, purple, mauve or 
occasionally white flowers  

 

Coral Creeper (Barleria repens) 
 Africa 

 scrambling herb usually less than 
70 cm tall but can grow up to 2m  

 shiny, dark green foliage 
 tubular pink-purple flowers that 

have five spreading lobes 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNsJeVkobkAhXLtY8KHR_5CLQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://wildlifeofhawaii.com/flowers/1233/barleria-repens-coral-creeper/&psig=AOvVaw3fCD-9MhvRRGAZzKdU8Q2e&ust=1566001949133870
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/images/img_1933.jpg?itok%3DC419fLGm&imgrefurl=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/coral-creeper&docid=wmvk-XBxR7UQVM&tbnid=B96yaK7EeLVixM:&vet=10ahUKEwj0xKGAkobkAhVWX30KHZIBDTsQMwiKASggMCA..i&w=568&h=369&bih=962&biw=1920&q=barleria repens&ved=0ahUKEwj0xKGAkobkAhVWX30KHZIBDTsQMwiKASggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION and CONTAINMENT (GBD)          Forbs 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Chinese knotweed (Persicaria chinensis) 

 Asia  

 Perennial herb 

 2-3m tall 

 Glabrous, red-brown stem with 
longitudinal stripes 

 characteristic V-shaped blotch in 
the centre of each leaf. 

 Small terminal pink or white 
flowers  

 

Glory lily (Gloriosa superba) COSTAL 

 Africa, Asia 

 Perennial herb 

 Highly toxic   

 can form dense understorey 
carpets in dune systems along the 
coast 
 

Sicilian sea lavender (Limonium hyblaeum) 
COSTAL  

 Can cause collapse of saltmarsh  

 grow in numerous small rosettes 
often forming a hemispherical 
cushion or extensive mat 

 with pink to violet flowers 
occurring on the stems above the 
leaves 

Horsetails (Equisetum species) 
CONTAINMENT: Exclusion Zone, eradicate  

 northern hemisphere 

 non-woody herbaceous plants 5-
120cm 

 Two types of stems are produced: 
pale-brown, unbranched stems 
that produce fruiting cones and 
then die back to the ground; and 
green, branched, hollow stems 
that do not produce fruit. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=gJiOoXcc&id=93634C7F95C6B9F359C9AE55C16EB0CEEFDD7A1D&thid=OIP.gJiOoXccV7cpvEtaawdRgAHaFn&mediaurl=https://farm1.static.flickr.com/46/151705871_ecce79bc93_b.jpg&exph=776&expw=1024&q=equsetum&simid=608016322759167080&selectedIndex=10
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/1392?NoWeeds=9
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION (GBD) Forbs 

Regional Priority Weed Objective - CONTAINMENT (GBD) Forbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sea Spurge (Euphorbia paralias)  
Core zone but aim for ERADICATION  

 Mediterranean, Europe and 
Siberia   

 Fleshy plant 

 Several stems from base 

 Crowded overlapping leaves  

 Flowers (cyathia) yellowish 
green  

 
 

Holly leaved senecio (Senecio 
glastifolius) 
CONTAINMENT: Exclusion Zone, eradicate  

Core area Royal NP 

 stout medium-lived perennial 

 leaves serrated, coarsely 
toothed at base, rough to 
touch, 10-15cm long 3-5cm 
broad 

 stems branch in older plant 

 lilac daisy flowers  

Singapore daisy (Sphagneticola trilobata) 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/802?NoWeeds=7
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjon9GCi4bkAhWVinAKHVVXB-UQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/singapore-daisy&psig=AOvVaw0_HXb27bJPFZbv7__j3SX8&ust=1566000070501782
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Asparagus- various priority levels  
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Climbing asparagus (Asparagus africanus) 
Regional ERADICATION  

 Berries are green when young, 
ripening to orange 

 Cladodes 7–12 in each axil, terete, 
8–15 mm long, c. 0.5 mm wide, 
glabrous. 

 Roots appear swollen and thick, do 
not produce tubers 

BIOSECURITY ERADICATION  

Feathered Asparagus (Asparagus 
plumosus)  

 Berries are green when young, 
ripening to black 

 Cladodes 8–15 in each axil, terete, 
4–7 mm long, c. 0.5 mm wide, ± 
glabrous 

 roots fibrous and some fleshy (no 
distinct tubers) 

Comparison leaves top A. pulmosus bottom  
A. africanus 

Ming asparagus fern (Asparagus 
macowanii var. zuluensis) Regional 
ERADICATION 

 south-eastern Africa 

 shrubby plant with a fern-like 
appearance, usually growing 1-2 m 
tall 

 Berries are 6-10 mm in diameter, 
rounded, green at first and turning 
purple to pinkish-red or with a 
bluish bloom to black as they 
mature. Fruit are borne year 
round. 

https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/asparagus_africanus/asparagusafricanus7.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/asparagus_africanus/asparagus_africanus11.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/asparagus_plumosus/asparagusplumosus1jm.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/asparagus_plumosus/asparagus_plumosus9.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/asparagus_africanus/asparagus_plumosus_and_asparagus_africanus2.jpg
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Asparagus- various priority levels  
   

Sicklethorn (Asparagus falcatus) 
Regional ERADICATION 

 southern Africa, Sri Lanka, the 
Canary Islands, Mediterranean 

 robust climber to 6m tall  

 short rhizomes, forms swollen 
tubers 

 Leaf-like in clusters of 3-6 at the 
nodes, shiny, dark green, straight 
or slightly sickle shaped 

 Berries are 1-3-seeded, 7-10 mm in 
diameter, green at first and bright 
red at maturity 

Bridal veil creeper (Asparagus 
declinatus) 
PROHIBETED MATTER, report to DPI 

 Low climber  

 Thornless stem  

 Cladodes dense, arranged in 
groups of 3 blue-green, soft, 
needle-shaped, 3–10 mm long 
and less than 1 mm wide 

 Berries initially light green, pale 
white when mature 

Asparagus fern (Asparagus virgatus) 
CONTAINMENT: Exclusion Zone, eradicate  

 Cladodes in groups of mostly 3-
6 (rarely 1-7) at each node, 
soft, hairless, thread-like, 
cylindrical and relatively small  

 Berries bright orange when ripe  

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/1157?NoWeeds=7
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI)         Grasses 
Gamba grass (Andropogon gayanus), tall tussock grass, leaves with a strong white midrib;  hairy on both surfaces in areas over 600mm of rain 

 

  

Mexican feather grass (Nassella tenuissima)- looks very similar to serrated tussock  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjev6D3uJfkAhUU73MBHXBWBnUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/herbicides/gamba-grass-control&psig=AOvVaw3z4uM2YKRyzcqoFh_azzoO&ust=1566596461370817
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj08qWIuZfkAhVN7HMBHe-9DKkQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://nt.gov.au/environment/weeds/weeds-in-the-nt/A-Z-list-of-weeds-in-the-NT/gamba&psig=AOvVaw3z4uM2YKRyzcqoFh_azzoO&ust=1566596461370817
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjq4uuRuZfkAhW86XMBHX-DAmoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/gamba-grass&psig=AOvVaw3z4uM2YKRyzcqoFh_azzoO&ust=1566596461370817
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/316?NoWeeds=5
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/322?NoWeeds=5
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Regional Priority Weed Objective -PREVENTION, ERADICATION and CONTAINMENT (GBD)       Grasses  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Giant rat's tail grass (Sporobolus 
pyramidalis) 
PREVENTION 

 Up to 1.7 m  

 seed heads are generally a 
‘rat’s tail’ like spike when young 
and may branch to a elongated 
pyramidal shape when mature. 

Serrated tussock (Nassella trichotoma) 
CONTAINMENT: Exclusion Zone, eradicate  

 Leaves, whitish at the base, 
looking like shallots, tightly rolled, 
narrow, stiff, serrated, felt when 
drawing the leaf between your 
fingers, ligule is white and hairless. 

 Flowers on spike that leans over  

Chilean Needle Grass (Nassella neesiana) 
GBD but due to low abundance in the Shire 
we aim to eradicate  

 

Pampas Grass (Cortaderia sp) 
Containment under legislation but due to 
low abundance in the shire aim for 
eradication 

 South America 

 Grows in clumps 1-1.5m across, Up 
to 6m tall, Roots up to 3.5m deep 

 Leaves finely serrated on edges, 
without midrip, bright green  

 Fluffy white  flower heads on tall 
stems 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwim--qEgYbkAhVBH48KHbQxBpQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nassella_trichotoma_spikelet9_(7185644265).jpg&psig=AOvVaw2akDHjh_HuaYKqK7-cyzxX&ust=1565997381556590
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi-jfShiYbkAhUZTo8KHWxADd0QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://olemiss.edu/depts/landscape/pampasgrass.html&psig=AOvVaw2Os2aMlH-BIN_4lUzSuZW1&ust=1565999540048080
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjyiJnKiYbkAhVjnY8KHYnQBnIQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/weeds/pampas-grass&psig=AOvVaw2Os2aMlH-BIN_4lUzSuZW1&ust=1565999540048080
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI) Climbers 
Rubber vine (Cryptostegia grandiflora)-leaves in pairs, dark green, glossy, with red or purplish 

mid vein 

 

 
 

 

Mikania vine (Mikania micrantha)- heart shaped leaves in opposite pairs, slender stem ribbed with 
fine white hairs  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Priority Weeds Objective - CONTAINMENT      Climbers 
Cat's claw creeper (Dolichandra unguis-cati) due to low abundance in the shire, we treat it as 

ERADICATION  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwit2tCwhYbkAhVFv48KHVVJCoYQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.com/CATS-CLAW-CREEPER-SEEDS-Dolichandra/dp/B071NWS2BH&psig=AOvVaw1YRlKo460VQZj6_NJ-xcsR&ust=1565998497038379
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/641?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/562?NoWeeds=9
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/563?NoWeeds=9
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/403?NoWeeds=5
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiGyLeehYbkAhWIQo8KHTrWDRMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/cats-claw-creeper&psig=AOvVaw1YRlKo460VQZj6_NJ-xcsR&ust=1565998497038379
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION (GBD)            Climbers  

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kudzu (Pueraria lobata) 

 China, Japan 

 Trailing or twining perennial herb 
with a large, edible tuber; stems c. 
1–3 m long with appressed to 
spreading, grey to brown hairs 

 Leaves 3-foliolate 

 flowers are purple, blue or pink 
with a basal yellow spot 

Leaf cactus (Pereskia aculeata) 

 West Indies, Venezuela, Guyana, 
Brazil and Argentina 

 perennial, spiky, climbing shrub 
(liana) that attaches itself to trees 
in a vine-like manner 

 small yellow to orange edible fruits 
with single black seed  

 flowers pale yellow to pink  

 leaves are waxy and slightly 
succulent 

Skunk vine (Paederia foetida) 

 semi-woody vine 

 foul-smelling 

 opposite, lance shaped leaves, 
fringed with stiff hairs, upper 
surface dark green, lower surface 
lighter  

 flowers white to cream with dark 
purplish red centre, hairy outer 
surface 

 fruit glossy, light brown to yellow 
or reddish-brown 
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI)       Trees 
Pond Apple (Annona glabra)- semi-deciduous woody tree, salt- and water-tolerant, spreading into creeks, along fence lines, farm drains and dams 

 
 

 

Miconia (Miconia species)- very large dark green leaves with three dominant veins, undersides purple-blue 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwil78DluZfkAhWE_XMBHXgpDt8QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annona_glabra&psig=AOvVaw2QipqXu5G06yhZ0u5Y_Rpj&ust=1566596728005003
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiij6CBupfkAhWA4nMBHRsbBkEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.healthbenefitstimes.com/pond-apple/&psig=AOvVaw2QipqXu5G06yhZ0u5Y_Rpj&ust=1566596728005003
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjW5tyPupfkAhW873MBHVLUDbMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://nt.gov.au/environment/weeds/weeds-in-the-nt/A-Z-list-of-weeds-in-the-NT/pond-apple&psig=AOvVaw2QipqXu5G06yhZ0u5Y_Rpj&ust=1566596728005003
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiKlvn9r7HkAhWHF3IKHUHIA7sQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://douglas.qld.gov.au/weed-fact-what-is-miconia/&psig=AOvVaw16cJbHJnZMeX_9x0vBRWUc&ust=1567487454977095
https://www.biisc.org/the-melastomataceae-family/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjjvbehsLHkAhVXWysKHeXwCisQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/miconia&psig=AOvVaw16cJbHJnZMeX_9x0vBRWUc&ust=1567487454977095
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Regional and State Priority Weed Objective- ERADICATION            Trees  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

   

Black willow (Salix nigra) 

 Canada, USA 

 upright deciduous tree up to 20 
m high 

 dark brown bark, deep fissures  

 leaves bright green, slender, 
serrated  

 catkins appear in spring 

Grey sallow (Salix cinerea) 

 Eurasia, northern Africa 

 deciduous tree/ commonly a 
large spreading shrub 

 bark dark brown, smooth when 
young lightly fissured when 
older 

 oval leaves, with short pointed 
tip, dark green above, blue 
green below  

Kei apple (Dovyalis caffra) 
ERADICATION  

 Southern Africa 

 small tree to 6m tall 

 thorns up to 7cm long  

 flowers inconspicuous with no 
petals 

 bright yellow to orange fruit 
2.35-4 cm diameter  

  

Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) 
STATE: CONTROL ORDER  (report to LCA  and 
eradicate) 

 spiny shrub or small tree 

 Stems are green, smooth and 
slender, slightly zig-zagged and 
droopingSp 

 Fragrant flowers, 2 cm across 
and 5-petalled, with four petals 
yellow and one erect orange or 
orange-spotted petal 
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI) Shrubs 
Kochia (Bassia scoparia excluding subsp. trichophylla)- dense conical shape,  leaves flat, alternate 

   
Siam weed (Chromolaena odorata)- almost triangular leaves, opposite, 3 dominat veins, pungent 

smell when crushed  

  
 

Koster's curse (Clidemia hirta)-  leaves opposite, with reddish-brown bristly hairs. Grows in moist, 
shady conditions. 

 
 

 
 

Mimosa (Mimosa pigra)- large thorns (5–10 mm long) on the stem, smaller thorns on the 
branches between the leaves, grows in wetlands, watercourses and roadsides  

  
  

 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/862?NoWeeds=12
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/2595?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/498?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/858?NoWeeds=12
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/330?NoWeeds=12
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/504?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/503?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/569?NoWeeds=7
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/568?NoWeeds=7
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State Priority Weed Objective - PREVENTION (PROBIBITED MATTER, report to DPI) Shrubs 
Karoo thorn (Vachellia karroo)-manly expected in Australia’s rangelands but has been planted in 
residential areas  

   

 

Prickly acacia (Vachellia nilotica)- mainly expected in Australia’s rangelands 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/496?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/495?NoWeeds=6
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/618?NoWeeds=5
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/621?NoWeeds=5
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Regional Priority Weed Objective- PREVENTION              Shrubs  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

White blackberry (Rubus  niveus) 
Regional Recommended Measure 

 large perennial shrub 

 leaves are pinnate with 5–11 
leaflets (mostly 7 or 9), the 
leaflets 2.5–8 cm long and 1–4 
cm broad, dark green above, 
densely pale grey to white 
tomentose beneath 

Giants Devil Fig (Solanum chrysotrichum) 
Regional Recommended Measure 

 upright,spreading shrub or small 
tree with prickly stems and 
leaves 

 Dens star-shaped hairs on young 
growths 

 large leaves, deeply lobed 

 globular fruit turn yellow  

 typical nightshade flower  

Spanish broom (Spartium junceum) 
Regional Recommended Measure 

 Northern Afria, eastern Asia, 
Europe  

 deciduous shrub up to 5m 

 yellow pea-like flowers and 
sweetly fragrant 

Bitou bush (Chrysanthemoides monilifera 
subsp. rotundata) 
BIOSECURITY ZONE 10 kilometres of the 
mean high water mark of the Pacific 
Ocean 
 

 

https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/solanum_chrysotrichum/solanumchrysotrichum38.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/solanum_chrysotrichum/solanumchrysotrichum47.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/solanum_chrysotrichum/solanumchrysotrichum41.jpg
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State and Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION           Shrubs 
    

 

 

 
 
 

 

Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. 
monilifera) 
STATE: CONTROL ORDER  (report to LCA  and 
eradicate) 

 perennial shrub, branched and upright. 

 Leaves 3-9 cm long, alternate, oval with 
irregularly serrated edges,  white hairs on 
new growth 

 Flowers yellow with 5-8 petals and up to 3 
cm in diameter. 

 Young fruit are round, green and fleshy 
and turn black when  
mature. 

Tropical soda apple (Solanum viarum) 
STATE CONTROL ORDER (report to LCA and 
eradicate) 

 Argentina, south eastern Brazil, 
Paraguay and Uruguay 

 perennial shrub 1–2 m high 

 Leaves 10–20 cm long, 6–15 cm wide, 
densely covered in short hairs; mid-
veins and primary lateral-veins cream-
coloured  

 Mature fruit are yellow and golf ball-
size,  pale green with dark green veins 
when immature 

Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus species aggregate) 
In low numbers aim for ERADICATION (GBD) 

 Europe 

 Leaves alternate, 3 - 5 leaflets, dark 
green on top, lighter green 
underneath, covered in short, curved 
prickles, absent in winter in cooler 
climates 

 Flowers white or pink, 2 – 3 cm in 
diameter, clustered in a cylinder or 
pyramid shape, on the end of canes 

Mysore thorn (Caesalpinia decapetala) 
 (GBD) 

 Japan, China, India, Malaysia 

 prickly shrub that forms dense thickets 
 branches are covered with fine golden 

hairs and hooked thorns up to 5mm 

 leaves are pinnate, dark green above 
and paler underneath  

 pale yellowish flower, 5 petals, 
arranged in spike like clusters develops 
flat hairy seed pods  
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Regional Priority Weed Objective - ERADICATION and CONTAINMENT         Shrubs & Cacti  
 

  

 

Groundsel bush (Baccharis halimifolia) 

 densely-branched shrub, usually 1.5–3 
m high 

 Leaves are dull or pale green, waxy, 
alternate, wedge-shaped, 
prominently-toothed 

 Stems are green at first, brown with 
age, characteristic striped bark 

 Numerous male and female flowers 
grow on separate plants 

Tiger pear (Opuntia aurantiaca) 
CONTAINMENT: Exclusion Zone, eradicate  

 climbing cactus rarely more than 
40 cm high 

 consists of numerous segments to 
20cm long.  

 large spines to 5 cm long. 

 Yellow flowers 

 Fruit egg-shaped with depressed  

Prickly pears - Opuntias (Opuntia species) 
Not wide spread in the shire, we aim for 
eradication  
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Regional Priority weeds –ASSEST PROTECTION (GBD)   Trees and Shrubs 
African Olive (Olea europaea subsp. cuspidata) 

  

 

Gorse (Ulex europaeus) 

 

 

 

 
Scotch/English broom (Cytisus scoparius subsp. scoparius) 

  
 
 

Green cestrum (Cestrum parqui) 

   

Giant reed (Arundo donax) 

 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/437?NoWeeds=4
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/436?NoWeeds=4
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjOybeviobkAhUViXAKHT-wAFEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.discoverlife.org/mp/20p?see%3DI_MWS27349%26res%3D640&psig=AOvVaw1KA24sKYsSq6yQhrxP5LFP&ust=1565999894340700
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/165?NoWeeds=5
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/163?NoWeeds=5
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