
Apple of Sodom
Solanum linnaeanum

What does it look like? 
Shrub to 1 m high, hairy with star-shaped and some 
simple glandular hairs; yellowish prickles scattered on 
most parts. 
Leaves elliptic in outline, mostly 4–8 cm long, 3–6 cm 
wide, deeply lobed; ± concolorous, green, upper surface 
sparsely hairy, lower surface more densely hairy; petiole 
1–2 cm long. 
Inflorescences 3–6-flowered; peduncle absent or short; 
pedicels 10–15 mm long. Calyx 7–8 mm long; lobes 2–4 
mm long. Corolla rotate-stellate to pentagonal, 15–20 
mm diam., pale purple-blue. 
Fruits 20–30 mm diameter, green and white at first then 
turn yellow, finally brown or black as it ripens.

Habitat
Native of South Africa and the Mediterranean region. 
Grows in sclerophyll communities usually on sandy soil. 

How does it spread?
Each fruit can contain numerous round flattened light 
brown seeds each about three millimetres across.  Most 
of these seed germinate in spring and late summer. 
Some seeds may remain dormant in the soil for several 
years. Germination is greatly increased when the adult 
plant is removed.

neighbouring

How does it affect the environment?
Can form dense patches in pastures, crowding out 
useful properties environment. It may impact on 
plants, restricting stock movement and harbouring 
pests such as rabbits and snails.

Reference and controls
Sources of information were from PlantNet, WA 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development, and NSW Department of Primary Industries

More information can be found on these websites.

• WEEDeck from
www.sainty.com.au

• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au
• www.aabr.org.au
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This weed is listed in Appendix 2 of the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed 
Management Plan 2017- 2022 as being a threat to the environment, agriculture and 

community amenity. Always check the control requirements for your own local council area. 
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