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Balloon Vine
Cardiospermum grandiflorum

This weed is listed in Appendix 2 of the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed

Management Plan 2017- 2022 as being a threat to the environment.

Always check the control requirements for your own local council area.

What does it look like?

* Balloon vine is a vigorous climber growing as high as can
be supported.

« Light green leaves are compound with three sets of three
leaflets. Leaflets are thin, toothed and softly hairy.

» Small white flowers occur in mid-summer. The fruit is a
pale green balloon-like papery capsule enclosing 3 black
seeds.

» Seeds are produced in autumn.

Habitat

Favours creek lines, especially along urban creeks and
the margins of rainforest, grows rapidly into the tops of
trees, forming a thick curtain of stems.

How does it spread?

This weed is often dumped on bushland edges creating
new infestations. The papery capsules can be carried by

wind, and float on water along adjacent creek lines. This

weed will also shoot from root fragments.

How does it affect the environment?

Balloon vine has the ability to kill native plants
by smothering, blocking out sunlight. This weed is

invasive and poses a significant threat to the bushland
environment. It may cause distress to neighbouring
properties both through the plant stems spreading over
boundary lines and seeds blowing in. These seeds
germinate readily and will start new infestations. Due to
the plant’s invasive nature, treatment to contain this
weed must start immediately. As this weed is likely to
continually grow and spread, total removal is
recommended.

Reference and controls
More information can be found on these websites.

. WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
. www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
. www.sydneyweeds.org.au

www.aabr.org.au

The most appropriate weed control methods should
always be checked with your Local Control Authority
(local council or county council).
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