
Agapanthus Agapanthus species

What does it look like?
•  Agapanthus is an erect fleshy clumping perennial lily with

long strappy leaves.
•  Small (30mm) trumpet-shaped blue or white flowers

that form large spherical clusters (umbels) at the end of
long (1200mm) smooth tubular stalks. Very showy floral
display in Summer.

•  Three-sided leathery green capsules form in clusters at
the end of stalks, drying brown and papery when mature.
They contain numerous winged small black seeds.

Where does it like to live?
Just about everywhere. It is one of the most widely 
planted long-lived ornamental landscape plants in 
home gardens.  

How does it spread?
This weed is often dumped on bushland edges 
creating new infestations. Seeds and tubers can be 
carried by wind, and float on water along adjacent 
creek lines. Earthmoving equipment and car tyres can 
also help spread this weed.

How does it affect the environment?
Agapanthus plants have the ability to swiftly 
invade bushland and out compete native species.  
They are invasive and pose a significant threat to the 
integrity of our natural bushland. 

While this is a popular garden plant it needs active 
management.  This might be as simple as actively 
removing spent flower stalks prior to seed set, or 
better still, complete removal. As this weed is likely to 
continually grow and spread, total removal is 
recommended. However the roots of Agapanthus are 
fleshy, densely matted and quite robust making it 
difficult to remove once established.  There are   
varieties of Agapanthus that have been breed to have 
a reduced number of seeds making them a much 
better option. 

Control and more information
More information can be found on these websites.

• WEEDeck from www.sainty.com.au
• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au
• www.aabr.org.au

The most appropriate weed control methods should 
always be checked with your Local Control 
Authority. General information on control methods, 
can be found in the most recent edition of the NSW 
Weed Control Handbook (www.dpi.nsw.gov.au). The 
most appropriate weed control methods should always 
be checked with your local control authority. 

R.Gleeson

This weed is listed in Appendix 2 of the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed 
Management Plan 2017- 2022 as being a threat to the environment.

             Always check the control requirements for your own local council area. 
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