
What does it look like?
A large deciduous tree 10-15m high by 15-20m 
wide with a dense rounded canopy, short stout 
trunk and ascending branches with greenish bark 
and rose-like thorns. Its leaves are divided into 
three elongated leaflets. Its mid red to dark red 
pea-shaped flowers are arranged in large 
elongated clusters at the tips of the branches. Its 
elongated, dark brown, pods are slightly 
constricted between each of the shiny mottled 
seeds.

Where does it live?
Widely found throughout Australia, most often 
along waterways and in other moist habitats (i.e. 
swamps and wetlands).  

How does it spread?
This weed does not produce viable seed and only 
propagates vegetatively, via stem segments and 
suckers. Logs, branches and even twigs will grow 
into new plants and they break easily, thereby 
aiding its spread during floods. Its spread can be 
aided by the dumping of garden waste in 
bushland areas.

• www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
• www.sydneyweeds.org.au
• www.aabr.org.au

Coral tree - Erythrina x sykesii

This weed is listed in Appendix 2 of the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic 
Weed Management Plan 2017- 2022 as being a threat to the environment.
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How does it affect the environment?
The Coral tree is primarily a problem along 
creeks and rivers, but will also grow in disturbed 
natural vegetation and open woodlands.  It can 
replace native riparian vegetation, block the flow 
of creeks, increase creek bank erosion and 
cause other trees to weaken and fall.

Control and other information
General information on control methods, can be 
found in the most recent edition of the NSW 
Weed Control Handbook (www.dpi.nsw.gov.au).  

You should get information on the latest weed 
control methods for this weed from your local 
control authority.
 
More information can be found on these 
websites.


