Golden wreath wattle - Acacia saligna
This weed is listed in Appendix 2 of the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic
Weed Management Plan 2017- 2022 as being a threat to the environment.

Terry Inkson

What does it look like?
• This medium-sized shrub grows to 10 m high by 6
m. It is fast-growing and was widely used in parks,
revegetation and for erosion control.
• Pendulous branches are often blue-grey in colour
when young.
• Leaves are leathery with a prominant mid-vein.
• Profuse bright yellow to orange ball flower heads
form in late winter – early summer develop into
smooth brown pods.

Where does it live?

This is a Western Australian native, but it has been
introduced to the east coast of Australia where it has
become a problem species.

How does it spread?
• Produces masses of seed pods that ripen on the
tree and disperse with the help of birds, ants and
small native mammals.
• It regenerates well both from seed and suckers,
enabling it to spread rapidly.
• Has a seed dormancy up to 20 years.

How does it affect the environment?

Golden wreath wattle is fast growing with high
generation rates and thus out-competes local native
species posing a significant threat to the integrity of our

natural bushland. It has an extensive horizontal and
vertical root system, which is why it was initially planted
as a dune stabilizing species. Fire stimulates regrowth,
so needs to be more intensively managed to areas
subjected to hazard reduction burns and bushfire.
Other species like:
•
•
•
•

Golden wattle - Acacia pycnantha,
Mallee golden wattle - Acacia notabilis,
Sea urchin Hakea - Hakea petiolaris or
Wirilda / Swamp wattle - Acacia retinodes

can be planted instead.

Control and more information
You should get information on the latest weed
control methods for this weed from your local
control authority.
General information on control methods, can be found
in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed Control
Handbook (www.dpi.nsw.gov.au).
More information can be found on these websites.
•
•
•
•

www.growmeinstead.com.au
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
www.sydneyweeds.org.au
www.aabr.org.au

© © Copyright 2020 Sydney Weeds Network Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright 2020 Sydney

