
The cut flower and foliage industry 
and the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015



The cut flower and foliage industry 
and the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015



The cut flower and foliage industry 
and the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015



GROUP REGULATORY INSTRUMENT SALE PERMISSIBILITY 

State Priority Prohibited Matter (28) MUST NOT BE SOLD

State Priority Control Order (4) MUST NOT BE SOLD

State Priority Biosecurity Zone (3) MUST NOT BE SOLD 

State Priority Mandatory Measure (36) MUST NOT BE SOLD 
(4 may be sold under permit conditions)

Regional Priority General Biosecurity Duty SHOULD NOT be sold, 
bought, carried, released 

Widespread General Biosecurity Duty Should not be sold, bought, 
carried, released



GROUP SPECIES

State Priority Opuntia, Cylindropuntia and 
Austrocylindropuntia species

MUST NOT BE SOLD 
(exception Opuntia ficus-indica

State Priority Foxtail fern (Asparagus densiflorus) MUST NOT BE SOLD

State Priority Climbing asparagus fern (Asparagus plumosus) MUST NOT BE SOLD 
outside permitted conditions

State Priority Ground asparagus (Asparagus aethiopicus) MUST NOT BE SOLD 
outside permitted conditions

State Priority Dark-leaved or black willow (Salix nigricans) MUST NOT BE SOLD 
outside permitted conditions

State Priority Tortured willow (Salix matsudana) MUST NOT BE SOLD 
outside permitted conditions

Regional Priority Pampas grass (Cortaderia species) SHOULD NOT be sold

Regional Priority Asparagus fern (Asparagus virgatus) SHOULD NOT be sold

Regional Priority Ming fern (Asparagus macowanii var. zuluensis) SHOULD NOT be sold

Widespread  Privets (Ligustrum lucidum, L. sinense) Should not be sold

Widespread Turkey rhubarb (Acetosa sagittata) Should not be sold

Widespread Balloon vine (Cardiospermum grandiflorum) Should not be sold

Widespread Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster glaucophyllus) Should not be sold

Widespread Camphor laurel (Cinnamomum camphora) Should not be sold



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Opuntia, Cylindropuntia and Austrocylindropuntia species

It is prohibited to import  or sell Opuntioid cacti in NSW 
under s.33 of the NSW Biosecurity Regulation 2017.                                    
(exemption: Opuntia ficus-indica ). 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsAustrocylindropuntias
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsCylindropuntias

A person who contravenes this mandatory measure can 
be charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

Opuntioid cacti have:

● areoles

● glochids

● jointed cladodes

Opuntia schickendantzii



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Opuntia, Cylindropuntia and Austrocylindropuntia species

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Opuntioid%20cacti%20best%20practice%20control%20manual.pdf



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Opuntia microdasys - Bunny ears or Teddy bear cactus

It is prohibited to import Opuntia microdasys
into NSW or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017. A person who 
contravenes this mandatory measure can be 
charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias

ID FEATURES   
Pads: round to oval shape, generally 6-15cm 
long and 4-12cm wide

Spines: not present but has white, yellow or 
golden fluffy spots with fine, hair-like bristles 
(glochids). 



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Opuntia rufida - Blind cactus

It is prohibited to import Opuntia rufida into 
NSW or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017. A person who 
contravenes this mandatory measure can be 
charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias

ID FEATURES
Pads: round to oval shape, generally 6-15cm 
long and 4-12cm wide; tend to be bigger than 
bunny ears 

Spines: not present, but has brown, reddish or 
cinnamon coloured fluffy spots with fine, hair-
like prickles (glochids) 



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Opuntia rufida - Blind cactus

It is prohibited to import Opuntia rufida into 
NSW or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017. A person who 
contravenes this mandatory measure can be 
charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias

ID FEATURES
Pads: round to oval shape, generally 6-15cm 
long and 4-12cm wide; tend to be bigger than 
bunny ears 

Spines: not present, but has brown, reddish or 
cinnamon coloured fluffy spots with fine, hair-
like prickles (glochids) 



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Opuntia monacantha - Drooping tree pear

It is prohibited to import Opuntia monacantha
into NSW or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017. A person who 
contravenes this mandatory measure can be 
charged with an offence under s.25 of the 
NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias

ID FEATURES
Pads: Flattened,  oval-shaped.
Bright green and shiny when young.
Variegated form often yellow or white.
Monstrosa form has tortured, elongated pads 
often with tiny pink or red leaves.

Spines: 3-7cm long, in groups of 1-3 from pad 
areoles and 10+ from trunk areoles.
Colour is grey or yellowish to reddish-brown 
with darker tips.



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Austrocylindropuntia subulata – Eve’s Needle cactus

It is prohibited to import Austrocylindropuntia
subulata into NSW or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017. A person who 
contravenes this mandatory measure can be 
charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias

ID FEATURES
Pads: Elongated columns/cylinders up to 50cm long 
and 4-5cm diameter.

Leaves: Green, curved and fleshy, up to 12cm long
Green or pink on the monstrosa form, up to 5cm long

Spines: Grey-white, in groups of four, 8cm long
Light yellow, up to 1.5cm long on the monstrosa form



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Austrocylindropuntia subulata – Eve’s Needle cactus

It is prohibited to import Austrocylindropuntia
subulata into NSW or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017. A person who 
contravenes this mandatory measure can be 
charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PricklyPearsOpuntias

ID FEATURES
Pads: Elongated columns/cylinders up to 50cm long 
and 4-5cm diameter.

Spines: Grey-white, in groups of four, 8cm long
Light yellow, up to 1.5cm long on the monstrosa form

Leaves: Green, curved and fleshy, up to 12cm long
Green or pink on the monstrosa form, up to 5cm long



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD
Asparagus densiflorus ‘Meyersii’ - Foxtail fern 

It is prohibited to import Asparagus densiflorus into NSW 
or sell it in NSW under s.33 of the Biosecurity Regulation. 
A person who contravenes this mandatory measure can 
be charged with an offence under s.25 of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/foxtailfern

ID FEATURES  
Leaves: needle-like, up to 2 cm long

Leaf clusters: denser and shorter than in ground 
asparagus, making each arm look like a long Christmas 
tree or a tentacle

Berries: glossy green to red, 5-8 mm diameter.



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD

Inspection 1

1. Take pictures                   2. Show your ID                      3. Obtain seller ID                 4. Caution offender

$$

5. Explain offence        6. Direct to information          7. Inspect other locations               8. Seize/hold plants

9. Warn of future action     10.Dispose of plants          11. Record notes                         12. Enter BIS record



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD

Inspection 2

1. Take pictures                   2. Show your ID                      3. Obtain their ID                   4. Caution offender

$$$

5. Explain offence                                                               6. Inspect other locations              7 Seize plants

8. Interview/PIN         10.Dispose of plants                     11. Record notes                      12. Enter BIS record

?? !!



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Biosecurity Permit system

Group Biosecurity Permit SYDNEY FLOWER MARKET

Asparagus aethiopicus
Asparagus plumosus
Salix matsudana
Salix nigrans

Salix matsudana Salix matsudana Salix matsudana Asparagus aethiopicus
Asparagus plumosus
Salix matsudana
Salix nigrans

David Giasante
(issued by DPI)

David Boffo
(issued by Hornsby Council)

Vince Olivieri
(issued by Fairfield Council)

Anthony Demasi
(Issued by Fairfield Council)

Rick Eagle
(issued by DPI)

Linton Flowers Demasi Brothers
Flowers Wholesalers

Sydney Flower Supplies 

A&L Florists
David Boffo Eagles Green Supplies

Individual Biosecurity Permit holders

Other wholesalers, florists, general public



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Receipts issued by Biosecurity Permit holders

Eagle Green Supplies                                              Demasi Bros.                                                    Boffo Flower Growers
.

Examples of receipts that will be provided to customers by biosecurity permit holders



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Receipts issued by Biosecurity Permit holders

Linton Fresh Flowers                                                         Sydney Flower Supplies

Examples of receipts that will be provided to customers



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Permit conditions

PERMIT CONDITIONS:
- Flowers, fruits and seeds to be removed or plants 

grown in a contained structure, to prevent spread 
off-farm

- Salix stems to be devitalised in herbicide 
immediately after harvest

- Hygiene practices to be implemented to prevent 
spread off-farm

- Plant material to be destroyed on-site when plants 
are no longer required

- Record of Movement and origin to be kept for every 
consignment and provided upon request

- Cooperate with site inspections and sampling

NOT AUTHORISED:
- Collection of plant material from the wild
- New plantings in NSW
- Supply or trade of viable (including reproductive) 

plant material



STATE PRIORITY WEED - MUST not be sold except under permitted conditions

Asparagus plumosus - Climbing asparagus fern

ID FEATURES
Habit: fern-like with flattened branches

Leaves: fine, needle-like, 0.5 mm wide, 
to 7 mm long, in clusters of ten

Stems: spineless

Flowers: greenish white, single or in 
pairs on stems

Berries: 4-5 mm diameter, glossy green 
when unripe, black when ripe like a 
peppercorn, contain 1-3 black seeds

BIOSECURITY PERMIT                                      
Cut foliage that does not bear flowers, 
seeds, fruits or roots may be sold where 
a record of movement is provided by the 
seller to demonstrate that the plants 
were supplied by a person that holds an 
Individual Biosecurity Permit.                                                                                             

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/ClimbingAsparagusFern



STATE PRIORITY WEED - MUST not be sold except under permitted conditions

Asparagus aethiopicus - ground asparagus

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/GroundAsparagus

ID FEATURES
Leaves: up to 2 cm long, clusters on each 
branch are less dense than in foxtail fern making 
the ‘arms’ look messy, scruffy, fluffy or cloud-
like.

Stems: short, sharp spines 

Flowers: creamy white to pale pink in clusters 
of 4-8

Berries: glossy, 5-8 mm diameter, green to red 
and containing a single black seed

BIOSECURITY PERMIT                                                       
Cut foliage that does not bear flowers, seeds, 
fruits or roots may be sold where a record of 
movement can be provided by the seller to 
demonstrate that the plants were grown and 
supplied by a person that holds an Individual 
Biosecurity Permit. 



STATE PRIORITY WEED - MUST not be sold except under permitted conditions

Preserved Asparagus stems can be sold when they no longer present a risk

i.e. if they have been soaked in glycerin and a surfactant, bleached and dyed and present without roots           

and fruits

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/ClimbingAsparagusFern

Preserved Asparagus aethiopicus Preserved Asparagus plumosus



State Priority Weed- MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Salix matsudana ‘Tortuosa’ - Tortured or corkscrew willow

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Willows

ID FEATURES
Leaves: 8–13 cm long, 10–25 mm wide, 
strongly contorted, with toothed edges

Branches: golden or tan in colour, twisting, 
spiralled, curly, contorted 

Flowers: tiny, yellow-green, clustered 
densely along a drooping cylinder 1-2cm 

BIOSECURITY PERMIT                                                       
Non-reproductive, treated, cut stems may be 
sold when a record of movement can be 
provided by the seller to demonstrate that the 
stems were supplied by a person that holds 
an Individual Biosecurity Permit. 



State Priority Weed - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Salix nigra - Dark-leaved or black willow

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/BlackWillow

ID FEATURES
Leaves: bright green, slender, 4–10 cm long 
and 7–17 mm wide with toothed edges

Stems: dark reddish-brown to reddish-grey in 
colour, to 1.5cm diameter. 

Flowers: tiny, yellow-green, clustered densely 
along a drooping cylinder 4-12 cm long 

BIOSECURITY PERMIT
Non-reproductive, treated cut stems may be 
sold when a record of movement can be 
provided by the seller to demonstrate that 
the plants were supplied by a person that 
holds an Individual Biosecurity Permit. 



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Inspection procedure 

Plants must not:

- be potted in soil

- contain fruit/seeds

- contain flowers

- contain roots/rhizomes



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Inspection 1

on procedure 1

1. Take pictures                   2. Show your ID                      3. Obtain their ID                   4. Caution offender

$$$

5. Explain offence        6. Direct to information          7. Inspect other locations                 8. Seize plants

9. Warn of future action   10.Dispose of plants    11. Record notes     12. Enter BIS record          13.Contact DPI/LCA 



State Priority Weeds - MUST NOT BE SOLD except under permitted conditions

Inspection 2

on procedure 1

1. Take pictures                   2. Show your ID                      3. Obtain their ID                   4. Caution offender

5. Explain offence        6. Inspect other locations               7. Seize plants                          8. Interview / PIN

9.Dispose of plants             10. Record notes                  11. Enter BIS record                    12.Contact DPI/LCA 

?? !!



Regional Priority Weeds - SHOULD NOT BE SOLD

Regional priority weeds are listed in Regional Strategic Weed Management 
Plans. 

Recommended measures communicate how a person in the community can 
discharge their s.22 biosecurity duty for regional priority weeds. 

Not carrying out a recommended measure listed in a Plan does not establish 
that a person has committed an offence or failed to discharge their s.22 
biosecurity duty.

If regional priority weeds are sold as cut flowers or foliage, the seller must be 
given an opportunity to show that they have managed the risk posed by a weed 
in a manner that is commensurate to the risk. 

Cut foliage that does not bear flowers, seeds, fruits, roots or rhizomes is unlikely 
to create a demonstrable biosecurity risk, as defined in s.14 of the Act.



Regional Priority Weed- SHOULD NOT be sold 

Cortaderia species - Pampas grass

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PampasGrass

ID FEATURES  
Habit: looks like a feather duster

Flower heads: 30-130 cm long on cane-
like stems, white, pink or mauve, or dyed 
other colours like blue, purple, yellow or 
green.

BIOSECURITY RISK                       
Forms dense, often impenetrable, stands 
that can damage grazing lands and affect 
visibility on roads. Pampas grass:

● outcompetes native vegetation
● is a fire hazard
● harbours vermin
● could threaten forestry

1 mm
10 cm



Regional Priority Weed- SHOULD NOT be sold 

Cortaderia species - Pampas grass

Irradiation treatment
Irradiation is a type of electromagnetic treatment that can involve

- infrared radiation
- ultraviolet (UV) radiation
- gamma radiation
- microwave

Irradiation is highly effective at sterilising pampas grass seed when 
administered at the right dose.

Sellers would need to be able to provide evidence:

- of irradiation treatment (e.g. a certificate from an authorised 
provider) 

- that the treatment process relates to the individual seed 
heads they are selling



Regional Priority Weed- SHOULD NOT be sold 

Cortaderia species - Pampas grass

Drying / preservation treatment

Stems that are sold under an Australian Government                                
import permit that are: 

- chemically treated

- extensively dried

- bleached and dyed

- sterilised with ethylene oxide treatment

pose minimal biosecurity risk.

Sellers would need to be able to provide evidence:                                        
- of a manufacturer’s declaration                                                               
- of the import permit                                                                                                  
- of the sterilisation treatment                                                                                    
- that the treatment process relates to the individual seed heads 
they are selling.



Regional Priority Weed - SHOULD NOT be sold 

Asparagus virgatus - Asparagus fern / broom asparagus

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/AsparagusFern

ID FEATURES 
Habit: branching stems with feathery, fern-like leaves arranged 
like a wispy broom at the stem tips and curved upwards

Berries: 4-6mm diameter, green when unripe, orange when 
ripe, dangle on slender stems

Leaves: soft, hairless, cylindrical and relatively small (3-15 mm 
long and about 0.5 mm wide)

Flowers: small, greenish white.

BIOSECURITY RISK                                                   
Competes with native ground covers and understorey plants by 
forming dense infestations that smother other species and 
prevent their germination and establishment. Can form very 
large, continuous infestations. The tuber mass competes with 
germinating plants and inhibits water penetration.

1 mm



Regional Priority Weed- SHOULD NOT be sold

Asparagus macowanii var. Zuluensis - Ming /pom pom asparagus

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/MingAsparagusFern

ID FEATURES  
Habit: fern-like appearance

Flower: white to cream in dense clusters

Leaves: needle-like, hairless, usually slightly curved, 12-
25 mm long and about 0.5 mm wide, clustered densely 
giving ‘pom pom’ appearance especially near ends of 
stems. 

Berries: 7-10 mm diameter, rounded, green when unripe, 
purple-blue to pinkish-red when ripe, contain 1-2 seeds

BIOSECURITY RISK                                           
Strongly competes with native ground cover and 
understorey by forming dense infestations that can smother 
and prevent the germination and establishment of other 
plants. It can attain very large and continuous infestations.



Regional Priority Weeds- SHOULD NOT BE SOLD

Offence of failing to discharge biosecurity duty

22   Biosecurity duty—dealings with biosecurity matter and carriers

Any person who deals with biosecurity matter or a carrier and who 
knows, or ought reasonably to know, the biosecurity risk posed or 
likely to be posed by the biosecurity matter, carrier or dealing has a 
biosecurity duty to ensure that, so far as is reasonably practicable, 
the biosecurity risk is prevented, eliminated or minimised.

((Highlighted sections show the elements of that offence that must be proved))

23   Offence of failing to discharge biosecurity duty

(1)  A person who fails to discharge the person’s biosecurity duty  
under this Part is guilty of an offence.



Regional Priority Weeds- SHOULD NOT BE SOLD

Inspection 1

1. Show ID                        2. Assess risk mitigation             3. Take photos 

4. Explain risk and duty     5. Direct to information            6. Inspect other locations 7. Seize/hold plants

8. Dispose of plants       9. Record notes                    10. Enter BIS record



Regional Priority Weeds- SHOULD NOT BE SOLD

Inspection 2

1. Show ID card          2. Assess risk mitigation                         3. Take photos                4. Obtain seller ID

$$

5. Explain risk and duty     6. Direct to information      7. Inspect other locations                 8. Seize plants

9. Warn of future action     10.Dispose of plants           11. Record notes                        12. Enter BIS record



Regional Priority Weeds- SHOULD NOT BE SOLD

Inspection 3

1. Show your ID            2. Assess risk mitigation               3. Take photos                         4. Obtain seller ID

5. . Caution offender 6. Explain offence      7. Inspect other locations                   8. Seize plants

9. Direction/PIN                       10.Dispose of plants                11. Record notes            12. Enter BIS record



Widespread/common weeds – Should not be sold

LCAs can have weed control programs for local, common or widespread weeds. 
Enforcement should be based on local control plans that define reasonable 
recommended measures that are commensurate to the risk and impacts posed by 
the weed. 

Recommended measures communicate how a person in the community can 
discharge their s.22 biosecurity duty for local, common or widespread weeds. 

Not carrying out a recommended measure listed in a local control plan does not 
establish that a person has committed an offence or failed to discharge their s.22 
biosecurity duty.

If local, common or widespread weeds are sold as cut flowers or foliage, the seller 
must be given an opportunity to show that they have managed the risk posed by a 
weed in a manner that is commensurate to the risk. 

Cut foliage that does not bear flowers, seeds, fruits, roots or rhizomes is unlikely to 
create a demonstrable biosecurity risk, as defined in s.14 of the Act.



Widespread weed- Should not be sold 

Ligustrum lucidum, Ligustrum sinense - Privets

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PrivetBroadleaf
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/PrivetNarrowleaf

ID FEATURES    
Leaves (broad-leaf privet): glossy, 4-24 cm 
long, 2.5-8 cm wide

Leaves (narrow-leaf privet): 2-7 cm long,1-3 
cm wide, can be hairy

Flowers: ~6 mm wide, in large clusters at tip of 
stems

Berries: bluish-black, not shiny, 5-10 mm 
diameter, in large clusters, often with a waxy 
coating

BIOSECURITY RISK                              
Invades native and plantation forest industries, 

orchards and pastures. Threatens biodiversity. 
Pollen causes allergic reactions and hay fever. 
Berries and leaves are mildly toxic to humans 
and livestock 



Widespread weed- Should not be sold 

Acetosa sagittata - Turkey rhubarb

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/TurkeyRhubarb

ID FEATURES  
Habit: climbing or scrambling vine

Leaves: arrow-shaped, slightly fleshy, 2-10 cm long and 
1-7 cm wide

Fruit: three papery wings 4-7 mm long, 6-10 mm wide, 
which turn from green to pink to brown as they mature

BIOSECURITY RISK                                             
Forms dense tangles that smother native ground flora and 
small shrubs. 



Widespread weed- Should not be sold

Cardiospermum grandiflorum - Balloon vine 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/BalloonVine

ID FEATURES  
Habit: vine with hairy stems

Leaves: made up of 9 leaflets, sometimes 
have a curly tendril at their base

Flowers: 1-2 cm wide, have four white petals, 
grow in clusters

Fruit: 45-65 mm long, 30-45 mm wide, 
inflated, papery and look like balloons with a 
pointy tip

BIOSECURITY RISK                       
Grows rapidly into the tops of trees where it 
forms a thick curtain of stems that exclude 
light. Weight of plant contributes to canopy 
collapse and ecosystem destruction. Can 
harbour pests and diseases. 



Widespread weed- Should not be sold

Cotoneaster glaucophyllus- Cotoneaster 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Cotoneaster

ID FEATURES                                            
Leaves: oval-shaped, 2-8 cm long, 1.5-4 cm wide. 
Surface is smooth, dark green on the upper surface, 
grey-green on the under surface sometimes with small 
hairs

Flowers: 5-8 mm wide, have 5 petals, grow in clusters 
of 20-60 flowers

Berries: turn from green to glossy red as they mature

BIOSECURITY RISK                                           
Poisonous to people, dogs and livestock. Forms dense 
thickets under trees, shading out native species.



Widespread weed- Should not be sold

Cinnamomum camphora - Camphor laurel 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/WeedImages/Details/233

ID FEATURES                                       
Leaves: glossy green on the upper surface, 
pale green beneath, wavy edges, distinctive 
pitchfork vein-arrangement starting near the 
base, strong camphor smell when crushed

Fruit: 8-10 mm wide, glossy, round, changes 
from green to dark purple or black, attached to 
the plant by a green, cone-shaped structure.

BIOSECURITY RISK                              
Can:                                                                     
- cause nausea, vomiting, respiratory distress 
and allergic skin reactions in humans                          
- form single species communities and exclude 
desirable native vegetation                                   
- destabilise stream banks due to undercutting     
- impact on productivity and reduce the financial 
viability of some agricultural pursuits.





Thank you.


