
 

SYDNEY WEED APP USERS MEETING – MEETING NOTES 

Wednesday 11 September 2019 

L4, 2-6 Station Street PENRITH 

Participants: 
 

Rajendra Shilpakar, GS LLS Amanda Kotlash, Sydney Weeds 
Committees 

Linda Brown, Sutherland Shire Council 

Anthony Schofield, GS LLS Steven Pimm, Hornsby Council Sean Granger, Northern Beaches Council 

Genevieve Kyi, GS LLS Nathan Clare, Sutherland Shire Council Viniana Vererua, Ryde Council 

Paul Marynissen, Central Coast Council Leanne Bunn, Sydney Weeds Committees Mathew Misdale, Campbelltown Council 

 
 

ISSUES SOLUTIONS / POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS 

Some users reported loss of data previously recorded on a device when re-

installing (ie updating) new version of the app. 

Any data saved in device will be deleted once the app re-install. To avoid 

data lost, it is necessary to upload (sent) all surveys in the outbox to Web 

Mapping Portal. All data sent to web mapping portal are safe. 

The “send now” function does not work when there is no internet 

connection. What happens to the data that has been collected? 

User can save data on the device by selecting “Send Later” or select Send 

Now, it will save to outbox to send when connection available. No data will 

be lost as long as a survey is validated. 

Some users reported a change in location when offline entries are uploaded 

once internet access has been re-gained. 

Data validation supposed to save the survey location as well.  

Raj will check if this is the case, otherwise need to find alternative option to 

avoid wrong location information registered for a survey.  



Users are confused about whether to report species that are not in weed-

wise. For example, when undertaking surveillance weeds have been 

detected but are not known to weedwise. 

Under the Common Weed Name field drop down, select “Other” then 

provide weed name in Comments field to record any weed outside 

WeedWise list. Please note that other weed will not be uploaded in BIS. 

The “weed control class” is currently selected from a drop down menu.  A 

common error that is occurring is the selection of an incorrect “weed control 

class” option. 

If Weed Control Class is pre-defined for entire region, it can be preThe weed 

control classes could be pre-populated for all but a few species (eg where a 

Biosecurity Zone does not apply to the area). The proposed solution is to 

pre-populate this field for each species. 

Some users have experienced GPS errors or variance with position for same 

location. 

- Need further information about this error. 

Many of the councils engage contractors to perform weed control work and 

provide the App to the contractor to record activity. The app is currently 

designed for use by Authorised Officers only, and users have been advised to 

enter the name of the engaging (Authorised) Officer but record their own 

name or their business name in the comments field. This situation has 

created some issues around data accuracy.  

Raj has identified a solution which would see a “password protected” 

environment created for Authorised Officers only, and time window to 

“validate” the data entered over the previous month. See “enhancements” 

section below. 

Sydney Trains may be using the app to upload data. If this is the case, 

confirm whether they are nominating an Authorised Officer and whether 

the Authorised Officer is aware. 

 

Some users have experienced problems with the “time of inspection” being 

auto-generated. 

Time field is changed back to manual input option, as auto-populate time is 

an issue with some devices. 

There needs to be a consistent approach in reporting surveillance activities. Clarification around whether “No weeds found” would be reported if weeds 

found are not in WeedWise. 

The public view of Sydney Weed App data should be limited to the dot and 

weed name only. 

Anthony and Raj will review the map view to identify minimum field to 

display in Web Mapping application for the public view. 

Raj sometimes receives requests for data from neighbouring councils. The data belongs to each Council and it was suggested that Councils wishing 

to share data develop their own data sharing protocol. 

 

Suggested enhancements  

Include an explanatory  note function which can be activated by hovering 

over a field name  

One line text can be added above each data entry cell in the field data 

collection form.  

Several users requested a pre-populated list of common “other weeds” (ie 

weeds that are not already identified in weedwise) to make selection easier 

and to minimise errors in typing weed names using freetext. 

Other weed common name and be added as additional fields, which will be 

store in Sydney Weed App web portal only (will not be uploaded to BIS). 

 

Raj has proposed a “password protected” environment created for A separate Web Mapping Application with “Attribute Edit”, “Data Export” 



Authorised Officers only, and provide a time window to “validate” all data 

entered over the previous month. The Authorised Officer could be sent a 

auto-generated email each month, allowing a period of time (eg 1 week) to 

validate the data before it is uploaded to BIS. This proposal would also 

include an ability to “edit” data prior to validation. 

 

function can be created for Authorised Officers use only. It will be password 

protected. 

 

There are a number of licensing options, each with different financial 

implications, which could be used. The general consensus was that there is 

no need for each Council to have a separate user ID and password (and 

therefore separate licence) and that a community licence would suffice. 

 

It was suggested that a “how to edit” guide is developed.  

Can data for the remainder (that has been uploaded directly to BIS) be 

uploaded to the Sydney Weed App so that the App represents a complete 

picture for the region? 

Need further discussion with DPI and corresponding councils. 

A process/procedure may be need to be developed for requests to enhance 

Sydney Weed App/BIS. Raj is concerned that requests should not be coming 

from individual users but need some kind of “committee“ consideration.  

 

It is possible to add additional data fields that are not reported to BIS and 

are optional for users.  

Action - Amanda Kotlash to provide a list of potential additional fields 

It is possible to add additional field. However, Sydney Weed APP being a 

regional tool, it was suggested to identify additional field that can be 

applicable to Greater Sydney region.   

Include “High Risk Sites and Pathways” mapping tool as a layer in the Sydney 

Weed App. 

 

Can the GPS connection reminder message be turned off when using a 

desktop 

It must be possible to turn off, however, it may be risk  as local information 

is critical for the Sydney Weed APP. 

Raj said it is necessary to check first if turning of GPS position will impact on 

Latitude and Longitude field, which are mandatory as per NSW Metadata 

standard 

 

 


