
  

Box elder 
Acer negundo 

 

 
 

                                  
 
What does it look like? 
Small to medium (7m), slender, deciduous, often multi-
stemmed tree. Smooth light grey bark that changes as 
the individual ages, new growth often dark green. 
Leaves up to 20 cm long, divided into 3–7 leaflets with 
lobbed or toothed margins. Leaves may be entirely 
green or white-variegated. Seeds are characteristic V-
shaped made from two linked winged fruits. Seeds spin 
like propellers when dropped from height.  
 

Where does it grow? 
Escaped horticultural species widely cultivated in parks, 
streets and home gardens. It has become an invasive 
weed, especially on riverbanks, in moist forests and 
disturbed areas in damp soils. It is a riparian weed within 
the Sydney area and has the potential to spread to many 
similar areas.  

How does it spread? 
Winged fruits are spread via wind and water. Can be 
spread by illegal dumping of garden waste. Individuals 
can sucker and coppice. 

 

  
How does it affect the environment? 
Fast growing species that can outcompete native species 
and compete for nutrients and sunlight. Dense 
infestations can impact natural function of waterways 
through trapping sediment and impacting water quality.   

Reference and controls 
General information on control methods can be found 
in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed Control 
Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The most 
appropriate weed control methods should always be 
checked with your Local Control Authority (local council 
or county council). 
 
More information can be found on these websites: 
• Weeds Australia – Center for Invasive Species 

Solutions. 
• PlantNet – FloraOnline 
 
 
 
Picture credits (left to right): 
1. Adiemjs, (Atlas of Living Australia, ALA) 2. Uncredited, (ALA) 3. 
bill_macrantha (ALA). 
All images provided under: CC-BY-NC 4.0 (Int) 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

 

 
Widespread and fast-growing, invades bushland particularly riparian areas. 
Listed as a Local Priority Weed by many Sydney Local Government Areas. 
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