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Chinese elm (Ulmus parviolia)

Hardy medium to tall tree, grows well in most conditions resulting in an
increase of its weedy behaviour spreading across urban landscapes.

What does it look like?

Hardy medium to tall tree growing up to 20m high and
a trunk diameter over 1m. Trucks can either be single
or double stemmed with grey bark that can peal to
reveal light tan or red bark underneath. Flowers in
Autum, small white flowers that can self-pollinate.
Leaves are thick and small (5¢cm) long. Small yellow,
orange to red seeds that can spread large distances.

Chinese elm can be commonly confused with Chinese
Celtis (Celtis sinensis) which has rounder leaves with
more deeply toothed margins and is a common weed.

Where does it grow?

Grows throughout urban and peri-urban areas, often
found in unmaintained backyards as they easily spread
from seed. Will grow in many conditions including along
coastlines and in pots. Will likely be more prolific in
sunny areas.

How does it spread?

Seeds can spread via wind and water across long
distances, the seeds are also attractive to birds and
Grey-Headed Flying foxes which can further spread.

How does it affect the environment?

Fast growing species that can outcompete native
species and compete for nutrients and sunlight. Dense
infestations can spread quickly and impact natural
functioning of bushland.

Reference and controls

General information on control methods can be found
in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed Control
Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The most
appropriate weed control methods should always be
checked with your Local Control Authority (local
council or county council).

More information can be found on these websites.
e PlantNet — FloraOnline
e Brisbane City Council
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