
  

Dutchmans pipe (Aristolochia elegans) 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
 
What does it look like? 
Fast growing perennial vine with distinct curved tubular 
flowers present from November to May. It has lean 
steams and thin heart shaped leaves (approx. 12cm) 
with rounded ends or kidney shaped. Singular flowers 
grow on long stalks that measure up to 13 cm long and 
grow from the junction of the leaf stalk and the stem 
(Weeds Australia, 2024). Generally marbled purple to 
maroon in colour. The papery ribbed fruits contain 
approximately 300 seeds. 

Where does it grow? 
Disturbed edges of rainforest communities and along 
creeks and moist gallies within open forest. Most prolific 
in Queensland and northern New South Wales.  

How does it spread? 
Seeds can spread via wind and water across long 
distances as numerus winged seeds per capsule are 
produced. 
How does it affect the environment? 
Fast growing species that can outcompete native 
species and result in dense infestations. These compete 
for nutrients and sunlight and impact natural functioning 
of bushland.   
 

 
Reference and controls 
General information on control methods can be found 
in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed Control 
Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The most 
appropriate weed control methods should always be 
checked with your Local Control Authority (local council 
or county council). 
 
More information can be found on these websites.  

• Weeds Australia – Center for Invasive Species 
Solutions. 

• PlantNet – FloraOnline 
• Queensland Primary Industries and Fisheries – 

Weed Risk Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture credits (left to right): 
1. dominic_giblin, (Atlas of Living Australia, ALA) 2. keiraji, (ALA) 3. 
ryanthughes (ALA). 
All images provided under: CC-BY-NC 4.0 (Int): 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

 

 
Fast-growing perennial vine able to create dense infestations, mostly 
prolific in Queensland and northern New South Wales. 
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