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English Ilvy (Hedera helix)

Spreading and climbing evergreen vine. Listed as a Local Priority Weed by
many Sydney Local Government Areas.

What does it look like?

Spreading and climbing evergreen vine. Dark green
waxy leaves arranged alternately along the stem.
Juvenile leaves are three lobed, mature leaves are
oval and only present on larger plants once flowered.
Umbrella like clusters of small greenish-white flowers
appear in Autum’'. Climbs structures using roots
produced from the stems (adventitious roots) and can
be a common site on older buildings.

Where does it grow?

The species has adapted to a wide range of habits and
conditions but prefers temperate to subtropical climates
where soil moisture is present’. It will grow in a variety of
environments but prefers shade, damp soil and a cool
moist environment'.

How does it spread?

Vegetative spread is possible and largely achieved
through illegal dumping of garden green waste.
Seeds are spread easy by birds. It is widely spread
within urban areas and within gardens which can help
facilitate geographic spread.

How does it affect the environment?

The species is particularly aggressive and spreads
easily, it can outcompete natives and

establish large monocultures. It can smother large
trees and reduces resources, sunlight and nutrients for
native species both in the canopy and along the
ground.

Reference and controls

General information on control methods can be
found in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed
Control Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The
most appropriate weed control methods should always
be checked with your Local Control Authority (local
council or county council).

More information can be found on these websites.

e '"Weeds Australia — Center for Invasive Species
Solutions.

e \Weedbusters
e PlantNet — FloraOnline
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