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Phoenix palm (Phoenix canariensis)

Large palm used as a popular street tree that produces many fruits. Listed
as a Local Priority Weed by many Sydney Local Government Areas.

What does it look like?

Large single trunked palm (<18m). Distinctive diamond-
shaped pattern along truck from old leaf scars. Large
foliage crown made of long (<1.5m) tough leaves. Dark
green long pointed leaflets with the leaf stalk covered

in sharp, shiny green spines. Creamy or yellow flowers
grow on branched clusters from October to November
which ripen into fleshy purple fruit.

Where does it grow?

Survives in a variety of environments and tolerates both
cold and warm temperatures. Common heritage planting
in many areas of Sydney and common in gardens and
parks. Mostly found in coastal sites and urban areas
along water courses.

How does it spread?

Fruit spread by wind and water and gravity; the seeds
are also attractive to birds and Grey-headed Flying
foxes which can further spread.

How does it affect the environment?

Large growing individuals can outcompete native
species and compete for nutrients and sunlight. Dense

infestations can spread quickly and impact natural
functioning of bushland.

Reference and controls

General information on control methods can be found
in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed Control
Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The most
appropriate weed control methods should always be
checked with your Local Control Authority (local council
or county council).

More information can be found on these websites.

o Weeds Australia — Center for Invasive Species
Solutions.

e PlantNet — FloraOnline
e Weedbusters
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