
  

Rhodes grass (Chloris gayana) 
 
 

 
 

                                        
 

What does it look like? 
Perennial or annual grass wildly grown as a pasture 
species. Erect grass 50-150cm tall with mostly hairless 
elongated leaves and creeping stems. Seeds grown on 
spikes 5-10cm long, 6-15 spikes grown on 
inflorescence clustered at the end of the stem¹. 

Where does it grow? 
Commonly found along disturbed edges i.e. railways, 
walkways and roads. Individuals prefer tropical and 
subtropical areas and will tolerate drought and salinity¹. 
Common in Queensland and northern NSW but also 
commonly found in the Sydney area.  
 

How does it spread? 
Commonly spread via wind and water, common pasture 
crop and therefore widely spread in agricultural areas. 
Can also spread via rhizomes and rooting stolons.  
   

How does it affect the environment? 
Fast growing grass that can smother and outcompete 
germinating native species. Able to tolerate disturbance 
and therefore can create monocultures along known 
pathways and spread into new areas.  

 
Reference and controls 
General information on control methods can be 
found in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed 
Control Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The 
most appropriate weed control methods should always 
be checked with your Local Control Authority (local 
council or county council). 
 
More information can be found on these websites.  
• ¹ Queensland Government 
• PlantNet – FloraOnline 
• Brisbane City Council 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture credits (left to right): 1. leithallb, (Atlas of Living Australia, ALA) 
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Perennial or annual agricultural grass species that can tolerate a range of 
conditions and spread along roadways, railways and pathways. 
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