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Spiderwort
(Tradescantia cerinthoides)

Sprawling groundcover that can form dense monocultures. Listed as a
Local Priority Weed by many Sydney Local Government Areas.

Other Names:
Moss inch plant, Flowering Inch Plant

What does it look like?

Sprawling slightly succulent groundcover with shiny
green and purplish foliage, more purple on
underside. Prominent mid-veins, oval to lance
shaped with a pointed tip. Leaves attached to the
stem via a sheath of fine hairs on margins. Pink
tipped white flowers present in spring to summer.

Where does it grow?

The species prefers higher rainfall areas or wet areas
such riverbanks, creek lines and roadside drains.
More frequently found in disturbed areas or urban
areas as a garden plant.

How does it spread?

Fruits are not recorded in Australia and seem not to
set'. It spreads vegetatively through small segments
and is widely spread within urban areas and within
gardens.

How does it affect the environment?
Easily spread and forms dense mats and can
outcompete natives and establish itself in disturbed
areas.

Reference and controls

General information on control methods can be
found in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed
Control Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The
most appropriate weed control methods should always
be checked with your Local Control Authority (local
council or county council).

More information can be found on these websites.
¢ "PlantNet — FloraOnline
e iNaturalist
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