
  

Watsonia (Watsonia meriana) 
 
 

 
 

                    
 

What does it look like? 
Clump-forming perennial plant, with green stiff 
upright sword shaped leaves up to 60cm long. 
Leaves dry off in late summer. Trumpet shaped 
orange flowers appear in spring and early summer 
which mature into shiny reddish brown aerial corms 
or bulbils and spread vegetatively. Fruit and seeds 
are not thought to be produced often in Australia.    

Where does it grow? 
The species has adapted to a wide range of habits and 
conditions. Individuals prefer wet areas such as 
riverbanks, creek lines and roadside drains¹.  

How does it spread? 

Fruit and seeds are generally not produced in 
Australia¹ and vegetative spread is achieved via the 
aerial corms or bulbils. It is widely spread within 
urban areas and within gardens which can help 
facilitate geographic spread.  

How does it affect the environment? 
The species spreads easily and is therefore able to 
outcompete natives and establish itself in disturbed  

 

 
 
areas where native species are less able to success. 
Treatment can be difficult due to the sheer number of 
bulbis produced. 

 
Reference and controls 
General information on control methods can be 
found in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed 
Control Handbook (found on the DPIRD website). The 
most appropriate weed control methods should always 
be checked with your Local Control Authority (local 
council or county council). 
 
More information can be found on these websites.  
• ¹Weeds Australia – Center for Invasive Species 

Solutions.  
• Weedbusters 
• PlantNet – FloraOnline 
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Clumping perennial plant that spreads vegetatively through aerial bulbils. 
Listed as a Local Priority Weed by many Sydney Local Government Areas. 
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