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Kikuyu (Cenchrus clandestinus)

Creeping mat-forming grass spreads vegetatively through stolons. Listed
as a Local Priority Weed by many Sydney Local Government Areas.

Name change:
Previously known as Penniserum clanestinum

What does it look like?

Creeping mat-forming grass, produces long stolons
that root frequently as they spread. Drooping soft
bright green folded blades, sparsely hairy with a
fringe of hairs around the leaf where it wraps around
the stem'. Seedheads made from 2-3 tiny spikelets.
Can climb and smother small plants and items when
supported, widely used as turf due to its hardy nature.

Where does it grow?

The species has adapted to a wide range of habits and
conditions and is widespread as a turf species.

How does it spread?

Mostly spreads vegetatively through stolons but o

seeds can be easily spread through livestock,

contaminated machinery, boots etc. Spread through °

illegally dumped green waste.

How does it affect the environment?
Fast growing and easily spread and is therefore

able to outcompete natives and establish itself in
disturbed areas. Produces large dense mats of
vegetation that prevents the establishment of native
plants and seedlings. Tolerates a wide range of
conditions and therefore can persist in areas where
native species are less able to succeed.

Reference and controls

General information on control methods can be
found in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed
Control Handbook (found on the DPIRD website).
The most appropriate weed control methods should
always be checked with your Local Control
Authority (local council or county council).

More information can be found on these websites.

"Weedbusters
PlantNet — FloraOnline
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