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Perennial climber that forms thick masses. Listed as a Local Priority Weed 
by many Sydney Local Government Areas. 
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Madeira Vine (Anredera cordifolia) 
- also known as Lambs tail 

 
 

 
 

What does it look like? 
• Perennial climber that forms thick masses 
• Largish fleshy, very glossy green, heart-shaped leaves 

grow alternately on the stem 
• Mature old stems look like ropes, and can thicken to a 

diameter of several centimetres 
• Large numbers of aerial tubers also form along all stems 

(hence its other common name of potato vine) that break 
off easily and will shoot into a new plant once they touch 
the soil 

• Flower blossoms appear from March-April. The small 
creamy-white flowers form into masses of long drooping 
‘lambs tails’ that are sweetly perfumed 

Where does it grow? 
Madeira vine prefers warm, damp or seasonally moist 
locations with lightly shaded or sunny conditions. 

How does it spread? 
This plant will spread vegetatively by its vigorous growth 
and spreading root system. Seed and tubers are spread 
by water down watercourses. Tubers dumped in 
garden waste. 

How does it affect the environment? 
Madeira vine is a devastating weed capable of 
smothering and obliterating all indigenous vegetation. 
It tolerates many soil and climatic conditions and 
reproduces from underground and aerial tubers. It is 
also poisonous to livestock. It has been said: 
“gardeners only make the mistake of planting it once, 
but regret it for years, or move house.” 

Reference and controls 
General information on control methods, can be found 
in the most recent edition of the NSW Weed Control 
Handbook (found on the DPI website). The most 
appropriate weed control methods should always be 
checked with your Local Control Authority (local 
council or county council). 
Scan the code below for more detailed information: 
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